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The Goods and Services Tax regime has come into effect
with its roll out past midnight of June 30 from the

Central Hall of Parliament. 
While the ruling NDA claims the GST will bring in the

principle of equivalence and equity in the indirect tax regime. 
The significance of the GST can be understood from its

launch at a midnight session of Parliament, in a repeat of the
joint midnight sitting of both Houses to ring in India's Inde-
pendence on August 15, 1947.
The GST is expected to check tax evasion and broaden tax

base. In the new regime, all filings will be done only through
electronic mode to ensure non-intrusive administration. This
will minimise taxpayers' physical interaction with the tax of-
ficials.
The GST regime seeks to reduce rates of over 50 per cent

of items of daily use and charge others at much lower rate of
5 per cent, 12 per cent and 18 per cent.
A higher tax rate is imposed on luxury and sin goods at

28 per cent in the new regime. Certain services like tele-
phone, banking and insurance are expected to feel the pinch
of higher taxes.
The GST also promises taxpayers a refund against their

sales within 60 days. Similarly, exporters will get refund
within seven days. For protection of consumer rights, the new
law provides anti-profiteering provisions. In a departure from
the normal practice, the GST will be administered together
by the Centre and the states.
However, minor problems are likely to crop up as ac-

knowledged by the Finance Minister Arun Jaitley himself at
a programme, “There will be some minor problems when a
massive change takes place and there may be glitches
because of lack of awareness. In any technology, glitches are
possible. But glitches are rectifiable almost immediately." 
But the government has decided to be very liberal in the

first two months to ensure that things are smoothen out in the
times to come. 
Jaitley assures of a very smooth transition into the GST

regime. Let’s hope the GST will bring all the benefits pro-
jected by the government.
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GST ROLLS OUT 
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Jetting machines
to end manual
scavenging in
Hyderabad

The Goods and Services Tax (GST), India's biggest
tax reform since Independence, rolled out past
midnight June 30 in the precincts of the hallowed
Central Hall of Parliament to usher in a new
indirect tax regime in an event that sought to
evoke memories of the famous 'Tryst with Destiny'
night the country got freedom in 1947.
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Ram Nath
Kovind is NDA's
candidate for
President

BJP President Amit Shah
on June 19 announced
that Bihar Governor Ram
Nath Kovind will be the
NDA’s Presidential
candidate. The decision
was taken at a meeting of
the BJP’s parliamentary
board.

As many as 14 companies have come forward to
set up their units at the Medical Devices Park
which was launched at Sultanpur in Sangareddy
district of Telangana near here on June 17.
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GST rolls out 
THENEWSBUREAU

The Goods and Services Tax
(GST), India's biggest tax
reform since Independence,

rolled out past midnight June 30 in
the precincts of the hallowed
Central Hall of Parliament to usher
in a new indirect tax regime in an
event that sought to evoke memo-
ries of the famous 'Tryst with
Destiny' night the country got
freedom in 1947.
A minute after the stroke of

midnight, President Pranab
Mukherjee and Prime Minister
Narendra Modi pressed the button
to launch the new indirect tax
regime on a digital screen with
"GST" emblazoned on it in a
golden hue.
Conceived on the principle of

'one nation, one tax, one market',

the tax that subsumes 17 central and
state levies was launched in the
presence of Vice President Hamid
Ansari, former Prime Minister H D
Deve Gowda, Lok Sabha Speaker
Sumitra Mahajan, Finance Minister
Arun Jaitley, MPs, chief ministers,
state finance ministers, officials of
the Centre and states.
Notwithstanding the fact that

the GST Law was a consensus
product evolved over 14 years, the
function in colorfully-decked Par-
liament House was boycotted by
major opposition parties like Con-
gress, Trinamool Congress, RJD,
DMK and Left parties, saying the
government was making a spectacle
of a legislation for self-promotion. 
In keeping with his party's deci-

sion, former Prime Minister Man-
mohan Singh kept away from the
event. However, MPs and leaders of

Congress allies NCP and Sama-
jwadi Party attended the function. 
Addressing the gathering, Pres-

ident Pranab Mukherjee said the in-
troduction of GST is a moment of
precedent for the country and a
matter of personal satisfaction for
him because of his role as Finance
Minister earlier. "I had always be-
lieved that GST was a matter of
time and was happy when it was
enacted and I gave assent to the
Constitution amendment last year,"
he said.
He said the new law is a tribute

to the maturity and wisdom of
Indian democracy. The GST
Council was a unique experiment
under the Indian Constitution
because of the shared sovereignty. 

In his speech, Modi said the roll
out of GST is the best example of
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cooperative federalism and success
of Indian democracy. "The credit
for the new law does not go to one
party or one government but was a
shared legacy of all," he said.
In a veiled rejoinder to opposi-

tion criticism of the midnight func-
tion in Parliament, the Prime
Minister said there cannot be a
"better and sacred" venue than the
Central Hall for the historic roll out.
The GST process cannot be con-

fined to just economic system but
was a collective effort of all, he
said, adding it was a product of long
discussions among the best brains
of the country. "It is an example of
Team India's strength and ability,"
he said.
Referring to the eminent person-

alities like Jawaharlal Nehru,
Sardar Patel, Maulana Abul Kalam
Azad and Babu Rajendra Prasad
who had adorned the Central Hall,
Modi said like Patel had integrated
the country, the GST would inte-
grate the country economically.

He described the GST as 'Good
and Simple Tax' -- good because
there will be no tax on tax and
simple because there will be only
one form of tax. It will also help
eliminate black money and corrup-
tion because of the transparency it
seeks to bring in, he said.
Modi said whatever was lacking

in growth and development of the
country, GST will provide the op-
portunity to realise them.
Ahead of the launch, the GST

Council slashed the rate of fertilis-
ers from 12 per cent to 5 per cent
and of exclusive parts of tractors
from 28 per cent to 18 per cent to
reduce the burden on farmers.
The launch of GST, which the

government claimed would result in
reduction of prices of articles of
common consumption, also came
amidst fears from various business
sections that prices would go up
under the new regime.
Welcoming the gathering,

Jaitley described GST as the biggest

and most ambitious tax reform
which is an achievement of the
country through consensus. It high-
lights the fact that India can rise
above narrow politics and work for
country's benefit. In making the
GST, neither the Centre nor the
states gave up their sovereignty.
He said all MPs, state govern-

ments, political parties, state finance
ministers and dedicated officials of
the Centre and states deserved to be
appreciated for realising the project
of GST Law. Jaitley said under
GST, the revenues will go up as the
compliance goes up and the GDP
will also increase.
Parliament's Central Hall has

witnessed such a function only on
three occasions earlier. First was on
the occasion of Independence when
first Prime Minister Jawaharlal
Nehru made the famous 'Tryst with
Destiny' speech. The second was on
the occasion of silver jubilee of In-
dependence in 1972 and golden
jubilee in 1997.
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Closed circuit television
cameras (CCTVs) play sig-
nificant role in giving a

sense of safety and security to the
citizens of Hyderabad. Also, the
CCTVs help the enforcement agen-
cies as force multipliers besides
providing evidence and clues in
cracking offenses. 
The CCTVs also five a sense of

fear among the criminals and the
results are already available. The
incidents of chain snatching, petty
robberies and vehicle thefts have
seen a downtrend in Hyderabad.  
Taking London city as its

model, city police have taken up a
massive project to cover the city
from every possible angle using
CCTV cameras, as part of the
Public Safety (Measures) Enforce-
ment Act. 
While the Community CCTV

Project has seen over 15,000
cameras installed in the city, the
North Zone police under the lead-
ership of Deputy Commissioner of

Police, B Sumathi, have launched
an innovative programme ‘Nenu
Saitham’ (Me Too). 
“As per the Public Safety (Mea-

sures) Enforcement Act, 2013, any
place that has a footfall of 100
persons, a surveillance camera
should be installed. However this is
not being adhered to in most such
places,” she said. 

“We noticed that people were
unaware and disinterested about
surveillance cameras. Earlier, only
some of the houses and establish-
ments had installed the cameras.
So, we decided to educate them
and took up the process in a phased
manner,” she said.  
In the first phase, the DCP per-

sonally approached people. With
their contribution, about 15,000
cameras were installed. In the next
two years, the number has gone up
to 33,000, with only 20 per cent
areas now remaining to be covered. 
About 500 cameras were being

installed every day in the north
zone. Notices were being served to
establishments as well, asking them

to install the cameras on their own,
she said adding that officials were
on the lookout every day for possi-
ble spots where cameras could be
installed. She also said that a theme
song for ‘Nenu Saitham,’ written
by a Karimnagar-based youngster,
Sampath, is ready. The lyrics of the
song focus on the importance of
cameras, women safety and crime
detection.
Meanwhile, City Police Com-

missioner M Mahender Reddy
says, All the cameras are now con-
nected to the local police station
and the Police Control Room in
Basheerbagh. They will later be
connected to the upcoming Inte-
grated Command Control Centre at
Banjara Hills.  “The cameras will
be directly connected to the new
Command Control Centre and any
government department can access
the required feed and analyze them
as per their need. 
The new setup will integrate

feed from existing CCTV systems,
community based CCTV systems
and external CCTVs installed at
various locations.  “The Command
Control Centre will have a desk for
other government departments like
GHMC and Roads and Buildings,
who can collect the feed when re-
quired,” the city police chief
said.

CCTVs play vital
role in public safety 
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Mohammed Pahelwan, as he is
popularly known and nine

others were acquitted on June 29
by the VII Additional Metropolitan
Sessions Judge in the sensational
case of murderous attack on Chan-
drayanagutta MLA, Akbaruddin
Owaisi.
The court convicted four

accused and sentenced them to
undergo imprisonment for 10 years
and pay a fine of Rs 9,000 fine each
or undergo one month jail term on
failure to pay the fine amount.
The convicted persons include

Hassan Bin Omer Yafai, Abdullah
Bin Younus Yafai, Awad Bin
Younus Yafai and Mohammed Bin
Saleh Wahlan. Three of them have
been in prison for about six years
as they were denied bail, while
Wahlan is out on bail. He will now
join other three in the prison to
undergo the sentence.
The judge acquitted 10 persons

including the main accused Mo-
hammed Bin Omer Yafai aka Mo-
hammed Pahelwan, on the ground
that the prosecution failed to prove
the conspiracy theory.
The prosecution examined as

many as 86 witnesses during the
trail that went on for six years.
However, the Supreme Court,
while dismissing the bail applica-
tions of the accused, ordered for a
time bound trial following which
day to day trial was conducted.
According to the prosecution,

as many as 15 accused hatched a
conspiracy to kill MIM MLA, Ak-
baruddin Owaisi and executed the
plan on April 30, 2011 when he

visited Barkas area in his con-
stituency along with another legis-
lator Ahmed Bin Abdullah Balala
and other leaders.
The prosecution had argued that

in pursuance of the conspiracy,
Hassan, Abdullah, Wahlan and
Ibrahim Bin Younus Yafai accosted
Akbaruddin Owaisi when he was
about to leave the area in a jeep,
pulled him out of the vehicles and
attacked with a butcher knife and
firearms.  
The prosecution had also main-

tained that the personal security
officer accompanying another
MLA, Ahmed Bin Abdullah Balala
had opened fire to stop the attack-
ers. In the retaliatory fire, Ibrahim
was killed while Abdullah and
Awad suffered bullet injuries.
However, Akbaruddin Owaisi

survived the attack even as tension
prevailed in Old city. Initially, a
case was registered at Chan-
drayanagutta police station which
was transferred to Central Crime
Station a day later.
The defense advocates,

however, vehemently argued that
there was no conspiracy at all and
the accused never had any intention
of attacking Akbaruddin or any
other person. Instead, it was Ak-
baruddin Owaisi who abused the
family of the accused and got killed
Ibrahim and injured two other
accused before implicating 15
members of the family in a false
case.
The court heard detailed argu-

ments of both sides and arrived at
a conclusion that the prosecution
failed to prove conspiracy theory
and acquitted 10 persons but con-
victed four persons who according
to the prosecution were directly in-
volved in the attack.
Meanwhile, city police made

adequate security arrangements
outside the criminal court complex
at Nampally where the court deliv-
ered the judgment and also in the
Old city. Apart from the uniformed
police personnel, policemen in
plainclothes maintained strict vigil
at the court and also at sensitive
places in old city.

Mohammed Pahelwan, 9 others
exonerated in Akbaruddin case
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In a laudable move, the Telan-gana government has intro-
duced as many as 70 jetting

machines in Hyderabad to end
manual scavenging in the city.
Hyderabad Metropolitan Water

Supply and Sewage Board
(HMWSSB) in association with the
Dalit Indian Chamber of Com-
merce and Industry (DICCI) has in-
troduced these machines at a cost of
20 crores, reports TOI. The former
is responsible for its cleaning and
maintenance.

Speaking at the launch on Envi-
ronment Day, Telangana Minister
for Municipal Administration and
Urban Development, K.T. Rama
Rao, said the government was com-
mitted to improving the working
and living conditions of manual
scavengers.
Also present was DICCI

founder, Milind Kamble, who re-
marked that this initiative was “con-
ceptualised to transform manual
scavengers into entrepreneurs.”
Each machine cost 26 lakh,

where 6 lakh was invested by the
entrepreneurs and 20 lakh was pro-

vided for by SBI loan assistance.
On Monday the machines were
handed over to these ‘scavenger-
labourers-turned-entrepreneurs’.
They will be traversing the narrow
gullies of the city starting today in
order to clear clogged drains.
In addition to this, for the first

time in India, bacteria-free uni-
forms are being provided for ‘sani-
tary soldiers’ who will be operating
this jetting machine. We hope that
more states will wield the power of
technology to eradicate practices
like manual scavenging, taking cue
from Telangana.

Jetting machines to end manual
scavenging in Hyderabad
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D. BALREDDY

Take the case of
Puppalaguda, one of the
prime areas the land
sharks have been

concentrating for years. This
locality has as many as 950 acres of

evacuee properties, which have
since been declared as government
properties. These lands are
estimated to be worth around Rs
25,000 crore. 
Evacuee properties are those

lands which were left without any
successors by those who migrated

to Pakistan soon after
Independence. However, nearly
500 acres of these evacuee lands
have been grabbed using fake
allotment orders. 
Documents available with this

periodical, obtained by RTI ac-
tivists, indicate that the allotment

Wrongdoers get
political patronage
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letter were fake because same
lands in certain survey numbers
were allotted to two different ben-
eficiaries. 
Based on the fake allotment

letters, revenue authorities have
mutated the lands in the names of
fake claimants and records related

to such allotment and mutations
are not available with the revenue
authorities. Corrupt officers like M
Ravinder Reddy, who worked in
different capacities from MRO to
DRO and CEO of Zilla Parishad,
allegedly helped the land sharks
grab the evacuee properties with

the help of fabricated documents.
Ravinder Reddy was clever

enough not to leave a trace of the
files related to the orders passed by
him in connection with lands in
survey numbers 278, 283, 319,
323, 310,311, 318, 337, 345 and
some other survey numbers in

If you thought the recent outburst of chief
minister, K Chandrasekhar Rao and his

cabinet colleagues including his minister son
K T Rama Rao against the land grabbing
mafia in connection with the Miyapur land
scam has brought down the illegal activities,
you better change your perception. 

In fact, the land sharks appear to be in a
jubilant mood after the Miyapur land scam
surfaced because the so-called Crime Inves-
tigation Department (CID) is reluctant to
take up the probe. Even the two main
accused in the scandal – P S Parthasarathy
and PVS Sharma – have been released on
bail and there is no whisper about locating
the alleged kingpin P S Prasad.

Though the state government has issued
orders transferring the probe to CID, the
latter is yet to register a case more than after
a month of receipt of the government order.
Further, the police could do little in the Bho-
jagutta land scam involving TDP MLC,
Deepak Reddy. 

This, coupled with large scale corruption
in the rank and file of all the departments
concerned seems to have emboldened the
spirits of the land sharks, who are ruling the
roost as they are finding political patronage
for obvious reasons.
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TRS government in general
and its head KCR in particu-

lar are praised by the minorities
for his many minority welfare
programmes. But, the politicos
and officials in his government
are hand-in-glove with land
sharks who are grabbing Wakf
properties in Malkajgiri at their
will.
About 400 acres of land in

survey numbers 418, 419, 420,
421 and 403, declared as wakf
properties in Gazette No. 6-A,
dated 09-02-1989, at Sl.No. 2893,
situated in Malkajgiri village, are
encroached with the help of fab-
ricated documents. 
The gang of land sharks -

Pasham Madhusudan Reddy, Mo-
hammed Riyazuddin, Pilli An-
janeyulu Yadav and Raeesuddin –
has been selling the lands after
making it house plots without any
permissions. 

The district registrar’s office
in collusion with Madhusudan
Reddy has been registering the
sale deeds in survey Nos. 418,
419, 403/1 and other survey
numbers though these lands are
listed in the prohibitory register.
The sale deeds are registered at
the Joint Sub Registrar office in
LB Nagar, RR (East). 
Further, the land sharks are

dumping debris and filling the
water body adjoining the shrine
Kadam-e-Rasool to convert it
into plots and sell the same. After
several complaints to the Wakf
Board by concerned citizens, the
Board has asked the revenue au-
thorities to protect the land and
the water body. But no action has
been taken either by the revenue
authorities or the police. Instead,
the police registered a case
against those who tried to take
photographs of the dumping of

debris in the water body to gather
evidence.  
Documents available with

The News clearly show that
people fighting for the protection
of the wakf lands and the water
body ran from pillar to post and
made repeated representations to
the officials. They requested offi-
cials to initiate criminal and civil
proceedings against land sharks,
stop them from filling up the
water body besides restoring to
the normal state as it used to be
and to remove unauthorized con-
structions in the above survey
numbers but to no use.
Our beloved chief minister,

who day in and day out talks
about protecting wakf lands in the
interest of minorities, seems to
have no time to initiate steps in
this regard, said the people who
have been fighting for the protec-
tion of these lands. 

Allah’s properties being robbed
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Puppalaguda village. 
Not just Ravinder Reddy.  Kasturi Naren-

der, who was the sarpanch for Puppalaguda for
23 years, had granted layout and building per-
mission in survey numbers 310, 311, 318 to 323
and 337 of Puppalaguda village to an extent of
106 acres. And the records related to the permis-
sion are not available in Gram Panchayat office.
Today, he is a crorepati and one can imagine
what made him crorepati. 
Puppalaguda is now busy with construction

activity in hundreds of acres of evacuee lands,
thanks to the corrupt officials and sarpanch, who
have granted permissions to the land sharks to go
ahead with illegal constructions and amass huge
wealth at the cost of the common man. Luxurious
villas are being built in those lands which are sold
at huge margin for software professionals and other
high income groups. 
And you know! Kasturi Narender is in the ruling

TRS now. He joined the party in the presence of KCRs
daughter Kavithakka. What comes as a surprise is that
all these illegal constructions are taking place when
KCRs son K T Rama Rao, popularly known as KTR
is the Municipal Administration Minister.

It is also said that a former chief minister’s son has
grabbed about 200 acres of evacuee properties with
the help of shell companies and construction activity
is going on at a brisk pace on these lands. Yet, the TRS
government conveniently ignores this.
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P. VISHNUVARDHANREDDY

This is a classic case wherein
even small time officials,

taking advantage of the lapses
in law, rake in moolah in con-
nivance with the land sharks.
Panchayat Secretaries of

Nagaram, Dammaiguda,
Bachupally, Pragathinagar and
Nizampet are issuing building
permissions mainly for builders
though they do not possess
LRS. One former Panchayat
Secretary has gone to the extent
of issuing permissions with
ante-dates. In most cases, the
corrupt panchayat secretaries
are tampering records to their
convenience and issuing per-
missions for the builders which
is evident from the challans
paid by the builders and re-
ceipts issued by the so-called
panchayat secretaries.
With the help of the illegal

permissions, one construction
company is developing a layout
near district collector’s office
and in other layout in Rampally
village, the developers are
laying black top roads.
Backed by the DPO, Suresh

Mohan, EO, PR & RD, Jyothi
Reddy, former secretary, Anji
Reddy, present secretary Venkat
Reddy and a few others, are
calling the shots in Medchal
district and helping the land
sharks, sources said. 
Despite lodging repeated

complaints with the district col-
lector and other officials con-

cerned, no action has been
taken against the erring officials
so far. And the erring officials
proudly boast about the politi-

cal power behind them. Hope
KCR, KTR and Kavithakka
will take a look at the Secre-
taries of these panchayats.

Panchayat Secretaries
help land grabbers

An illegal construction
Suresh Mohan, DPO (inset)
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After much hubbub in con-
nection with over Rs
10,000 crore land registra-

tion scam in Miyapur, it appears
there is no seriousness left in the
government on bringing the culprits
to book for obvious reasons.
Though the chief minister had

announced that the case has been
transferred to Crime Investigation
Department (CID), the probe
agency is yet to re-register the case
or take up investigation almost one
month after the scam surfaced.
However, none of the top brass

in the police department is ready to
go on record on the reasons behind
the CID not taking up the case.
However, some officials admit in
private conversation that the

purpose of the rulers has been
served with the announcement of
CID probe.
Though rights over 693 acres of

government lands worth over Rs
10,000 crore were transferred in the
name of some private persons
working under the guidance of
Goldstone Group chief P S Prasad,
no effort has been made to track him
down so far, sources said.
Further, the two accused – P S

Parthasarathy and PVS Sharma
secured bail from the Supreme
Court and are out from prison. Yet,
the government simply written off
the matter contending that the gov-
ernment land is intact while the truth
is that most of the government lands
are still under encroachment of
private people.
Even the Anti-Corruption

Bureau (ACB) searches at the sub-
registrar offices were withdrawn
after the officials of the stamps and
registration department threatened
with non-cooperation.
Neither the CID nor the ACB are

keen on going ahead with the probe
into the Miyapur land scam since
powerful businessmen, one media
baron and some politicians from the
ruling party are hand-in-glove with
the land sharks, a senior official said
on condition of anonymity.
Apart from the two persons

from the Goldstone Group, two
sub-registrars and a couple of
others, there would be no more
arrests and no more action against
anyone in connection with Miyapur
land scam, the official said adding
the case has been pushed into cold
storage for now.

CID is yet to take up probe
in Miyapur land scam
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The CID probe into commer-
cial taxes scam that surfaced
in Bodhan appears to have

been put off, thanks to alleged po-
litical interference.
It may be recalled a huge scam

surfaced in February this year in
Bodhan where officials had filed a
complaint with the local police al-
leging that some tax consultants in
collusion with some officials of the
commercial taxes department had
resorted to irregularities and si-
phoned off crores of rupees causing
huge loss to the government ex-
chequer. The tax consultants in col-
lusion with some corrupt officials
tampered with the challans paid
towards Value Added Tax (VAT) to
show that higher amount of tax has
been paid. The accused also pre-
pared fake challan receipts as if to
show that VAT has been paid. The
tax consultants used to tamper the

records of the commercial taxes de-
partment from their office without
even paying the VAT.
Initially, it was assessed that the

fraud could be more than Rs 60
crore but according to a top ranking
officer in the state police the fraud
could be more than Rs 1000 crore.
The accused bribed the deputy su-
perintendent of police of the CID, P
Vijay Kumar, who was investigat-
ing the case.
As soon as the information

came to light, top brass suspended
the DSP. Even the Chief Minister,
K Chandrasekhar Rao took serious
note of the scam and the state police
contemplated probe by a Special In-
vestigation Team (SIT). However,
the seriousness got diluted within
weeks and everybody thought it
happened in the routine course as is
normal for the politicians. But the
truth is something different if a top
police officer is to be believed.
There are two reasons for the

slowdown in investigation. One is
that the officials of the commercial
taxes department are not cooperat-
ing for the probe and not furnishing
the documents sought for investiga-
tion. “They thought the probe will
end after arresting a couple of offi-
cials. But as we began digging
deep, the officials began non-coop-
eration fearing more skeletons will
tumble out,” the officer said.
Citing another reason, the

officer said, “As part of the probe,
we began verifying the role of rice
millers, whose VAT receipts were
tampered with by the accused. The
tampering was done with the
express permission of the rice
millers who also got benefitted
hugely thereby causing huge loss to
the government exchequer,” the
officer said.
According to the officer, the rice

millers approached a powerful
politician who was successful in
bringing the probe to a halt.

Political pressure halts
probe into Bodhan tax scam 



The News You Like | July, 2017 CORRUPTION 19

THENEWSBUREAU

Corrupt officials are amass-
ing money like never
before. And they belong to

every department. It appears the
corrupt officials are leaving no
stone unturned to amass huge
assets despite knowing very well
that they cannot take with them
even a penny when they are dead.
Take the case of engineer-in-

chief of the Public Health and Mu-
nicipal Administration Department
of Andhra Pradesh, Pamu Pan-
duranga Rao. The tainted official
had amassed disproportionate
assets worth Rs 1000 crore.
The Anti-Corruption Bureau

(ACB), which carried out searches
at various locations related to the
tainted official, also found that he
had opened four shell companies
on his wife, Rajaya Lakshmi’s
name to legitimise the ill-gotten
money. 
"Panddurunga Rao, in order to

legitimise the ill-gotten money
generated from these shell compa-
nies, had even paid income tax on
it," a senior official saying.
Raids were conducted at 14 lo-

cations across AP and Telangana,
in which ACB officials unearthed
documents of 43 plots and five
houses, besides gold and silver
jewellery and a bank locker.
The ACB identified the four

bogus companies - Sudharma In-
fotech Ltd, Rajyalakshmi High
Tech, HM Technocrat India Pvt
Ltd and Lakshmi Hanora Develop-
ers.
Stating that Rao owned 2,242

square yards of plots in prime lo-
calities in Visakhapatnam, Hyder-
abad, Keesara and Krishna district,
ACB officials said, the accused
officer was arrested under the Pre-
vention of Corruption Act for pos-
sessing assets disproportionate to
his known sources of income.
On the other hand, the three

tainted sub-registrars, two of them
linked with the murky land regis-
tration transactions related to Rs
10,000 crore Miyapur land scam,

Four corrupt Babus
amass Rs. 1500 cr
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have amassed assets worth around
Rs 500 crore.
The three tainted sub-registrars

– Rachakonda Srinivasa Rao of
Kukatpally, Mohammed Yousuf of
Balanagar and T V Ramesh
Chandar Reddy of Medchal – all of
them under suspension are cur-
rently behind bars.
The three tainted officials were

initially arrested by the Cyberabad
and Rachakonda police for their
role in the illegal land registrations
causing hundreds of crores of
revenue loss to the government ex-
chequer and also transferring gov-
ernment lands in the name of
private persons against the rules.
After their corrupt deals came

to light, Anti-Corruption Bureau
(ACB) registered cases against the
three for amassing assets dispro-
portionate to their known sources
of income. The ACB conducted
searches at several places while the
three accused were behind bars.
Since the ACB officials could

not get complete information, the
accused were taken into custody
with court permission and second
round of simultaneous searches
were carried out.
During the searches, ACB dis-

covered Srinivasa Rao operated 12
bank accounts on his name and
also on his son Kanishka’s name
besides others names. It was also
found that he invested about Rs 14
crore in Hasini Power Projects,
North Star Homes, Manjeera
Holding and I-Con Construction
Company Private Limited.
He spent Rs 90 lakh using

credit cards, Rs 14 lakh on foreign
trips, conducted lavish wedding
and other functions spending
crores of rupees, owned two luxu-
rious cars worth over Rs 40 lakh,
gold ornaments worth Rs 10 lakh
apart from commercial complexes,
lands, flats and house sites worth

crores of rupees all worth over Rs
150 crore.
According to the ACB, he used

his son and others to deposit the
illegal earnings in the bank
account of one benami, transfer the
same into another benami account
and later diverted the funds into
shell firms. From the shell firms,
he used to purchase immovable
assets.
Similarly, during the searches

at various places belonging to
Yousuf, the ACB found that he had
used his father-in-law as his

benami for purchasing properties
and also for maintaining bank ac-
counts. He used the benami
account operated in his father-in-
law’s name for purchasing benami
properties.
During searches at various

places related to Ramesh Chandar
Reddy, ACB found that he used his
driver and some document writers
as benamis. He also used his NRI
relative as benami for purchasing
immovable assets.
One thing the ACB officials

found common with Yousuf and
Ramesh Chandar is that both of
them spent about Rs 1 crore each
for their sons’ medical education
and both of them used document
writers for purchasing properties
with the ill-gotten money and hide
the property documents in the
houses of document writers.  
In all, the movable and immov-

able assets amassed and ill-gotten
money spent by the three tainted
officials is worth around Rs 500
crore, ACB officials said adding
that further investigations are still
underway.
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Dismissing all theories of
rape and murder of
makeup artist, Sirisha,

Banjara Hills police confirmed that
she committed suicide. Police also
said that preliminary report re-
ceived from the forensic science
laboratory rules out any sexual
assault on her.
It may be recalled Sirisha was

found hanging at her workplace in
the wee hours of June 13 after she
along with her employer V Rajeev
Kumar and friend B Sravan Kumar
returned from Kukunoorpally after
meeting the sub-inspector P Prab-
hakar Reddy. A day later, Prab-
hakar Reddy shot himself to death
fearing criminal proceedings for al-
legedly misbehaving with Sirisha
in his residential quarters, police
had said.
The trio had gone to Kukunoor-

pally to find a solution for the tri-
angular love affair Rajeev had with
Sirisha and another woman Te-
jaswini but the visit ended in tragic
note.
Police recorded the statement of

Tejaswini who is learnt to have told
the police that she was indeed in
love with Rajeev and wanted to
marry him. It was due to this reason
she got herself transferred from
Bengaluru to Hyderabad, she told
police.
Tejaswini also told police that

she developed doubts about Rajeev
after she spotted Rajeev’s facebook
post in which he tagged Sirisha’s
pictures following which she went

to RJ Photography
office and quarreled
with Sirisha. She also
told police that she met
Rajeev’s parents seeking
permission for her mar-
riage with their son
but they refused.
Tejaswini further

told police that she did
scold Sirisha several
times hoping to get her
out of her way so that she
could marry Rajeev. She, however,
told police that Rajeev ditched her
which made her angry.
Meanwhile, Rajeev and Sravan

were taken into police custody for
two days on June 26 for thorough
questioning to fix up certain loose
ends as some new information
related to her death emerged after
the duo had been sent to prison on
June 16.
Rajeev is learnt to have told

police during police custody that he
was fed up with the fight between

Sirisha and Tejaswini
and that he wanted to
get both of them out of

his life so that he could
marry another girl
chosen by his parents.

He is also learnt to
have admitted before
the police that he had
had affairs with two
other girls before he

developed intimacy with
Sirisha and Tejaswini. He

further revealed to the police that
he was aware what would happen
at Kukunoorpally because he had
requested Prabhakar Reddy
through Sravan to terrify Sirisha so
that she leaves him. 
Denying allegations of foul

play, west zone deputy commis-
sioner of police, A Venkateswara
Rao, said they have evidence to
prove that Sirisha committed
suicide. “We will clarify any
doubts her family members have if
they approach us,” he said.

No rape, no foul play
Cops on Sirisha’s death
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Vangara Nagaraju, a resi-
dent of Telangana sud-
denly collapsed at his

residence on evening of June 2 and
died with unknown reason. His
family was shocked at his death.
They have taken him to a local
doctor before, but even they didn’t
know what was happening. 
Thirty-nine-year-old Nagaraju

of Nagampet village in Karimnagar
district had died days after he al-
legedly returned from a clinical
trial in Bengaluru’s Lotus Labs.
The family was shocked to learn
after his death that he was secretly
a clinical trial volunteer. 
According to them Nagaraju

may have been doing it for several
years and they didn’t have a clue.
The family says he had just re-
turned three days ago and his left
hand was swollen. He was also
struggling to walk. He never told us
about these trials. He used to work

at a hotel and we always thought
that his travelling was related to
that.
They have checked some docu-

ments at home. Only then they re-
alised what he had been doing all
these years. He had wife and three
sons.
Generally clinical trials are con-

ducted in four Phases, with each
having several rounds, and each
round lasting 24 to 48 hours. “He
had finished first round of the trial

and was due to return for the
second one. The lab conducting the
trial must have botched it up, which
led to him,” say other volunteers. 
Nagaraju’s family travelled to

Bengaluru to meet officials of the
lab and sought compensation from
them. On their return, the family
filed a complaint in local police
station. The family also plans to
file a complaint with the Bengaluru
police and take legal recourse.
The pharmaceutical drug man-

ufacturers and their agents are re-
cruiting volunteers through
WhatsApp groups. Hundreds of
poor and struggling men from
various parts of Telangana are part
of WhatsApp groups that organise
and recruit them for clinical trials
and many of them are not even in-
formed fully about what they are
signing up for. 
It is time the government take

appropriate action and prevent poor
people falling prey to the greedy
clinical trial labs.

Clinical killings
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State intelligence has stepped
up its surveillance following
the arrest of two suspects

from Hyderabad by the Maharash-
tra Anti Terrorism Squad last week
for running illegal telephone ex-
change for allegedly aiding interna-
tional espionage.

Sources said the Military Intel-
ligence in Jammu and Kashmir had
alerted the Maharashtra ATS about
Voice Over Internet Protocol
(VoIP) calls from Pakistan being
routed to local numbers to facilitate
communication.
Based on the information, Ma-

harashtra ATS raided two locations
– one in Hyderabad and the other
in Latur of Maharashtra and picked

up few person suspecting that sen-
sitive information related to the
Indian military could have been
passed on to handlers in Pakistan’s
Inter Services Intelligence.
Sources also said that the sus-

pects from Hyderabad and Latur
received large number of SIM
cards from the handlers which were
used to run the illegal telephone ex-

changes. During the raid in Hyder-
abad, ATS sleuths seized
equipment like laptop, VoIP-GSM
gateway sets, internet broadband
modem and other incriminating
material.
The illegal exchanges helped

mask the calls and pass them off as
local calls, keeping them off the in-
telligence agency radars. This rev-
elation prompted Telangana

intelligence to look deep into such
illegal exchanges that were un-
earthed in the recent past besides
looking for more such exchanges
that could still be running.
It may be recalled the city

police have found four illegal tele-
phone exchanges between Febru-
ary and March this year and
arrested over a dozen accused.
Though one of the illegal telephone
exchanges was found receiving
large number of calls from Pak-
istan, police did not take it seri-
ously at that time considering them
only as illegal money making
centers.
However, the inputs from Mili-

tary Intelligence prompted the
Telangana police to go deep into
the calls received by the illegal
telephone exchanges unearthed in
Hyderabad and its surroundings.
Sources also said that the ISI

pays hefty sum to the illegal tele-
phone exchanges for two reasons –
one to damage India’s economy
and another to keep in touch with
its agents across India bypassing
the monitoring mechanism of the
Indian intelligence agencies.
“We are verifying the calls

handled by the illegal telephone ex-
changes unearthed in the recent
past. We have also activated the in-
formant network to find out
whether anymore illegal exchanges
are being run. It is important to go
deep into such things keeping in
view the upcoming events such as
Independence Day and Ganesh
Chaturthi festival,” an intelligence
official said.

State Intelligence steps up vigil
following Military Intelligence alert
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Congress Vice President
Rahul Gandhi attacked both
Prime Minister Narendra

Modi and Telangana Chief Minister
K Chandrasekhar Rao for failing to
deliver on their promises to provide
employment to the youth.
Stating that unemployment is

the biggest challenge faced by
India, he asked both Modi and Rao
to stop making "hollow promises"
and set up factories to provide jobs
to the youth. He said if they could
not face the challenge, the Congress
was ready for it.
The mammoth gathering in San-

gareddy on June 1 was the biggest
show of strength by his party in
Telangana in three years and was
aimed to recreate the magic of
former Prime Minister Indira
Gandhi, who had addressed a
public meeting at the same venue in
1979 to kick start the party's elec-
tion campaign which resulted in a
massive victory in the 1980 elec-
tions. Recalling that his grand-
mother fulfilled her promise made
at the meeting by providing jobs to
one lakh people in the region, Rahul
said Congress would always keep
its promises.
Noting that while Modi had

promised employment to two crore
youth in the country, Chan-
drasekhar Rao had announced that

he will give one job to every house-
hold in Telangana, he said that a
Union Minister, in his reply in par-
liament, admitted that current level
of unemployment in the country is
the worst in 60 years. He claimed
that Chandrasekhar Rao failed to
provide even one job for one
village.
Stating that Telangana of the

dreams of people was yet to
become a reality, the Congress
leader promised that if voted to
power, Congress would make it a
manufacturing hub. "I want to see
made in Telangana here," he said
while showing his mobile phone.
He came down heavily on KCR

for failing to fulfill his promises and
alleged that only one family was
cornering all the benefits in the new
state. It was not the Telangana for
which students, youth, women and
other sections of people fought, said
Rahul.
Recalling that Congress carved

out the Telangana state, he said
people brought Telangana Rashtra

Samithi (TRS) to power but all their
hopes were dashed.
"Is this the Telangana you all

fought for," he asked the people and
trained guns on the TRS govern-
ment for not delivering on its prom-
ises, continuing suicides of farmers,
its dictatorial attitude and for
abusing' legislators of Congress and
other parties. 
The Congress leader also had a

dig at KCR for building Rs 350
crore house for himself. "No leader
in India or abroad has spent such a
huge money on his house," he said.
Drawing parallels between

Modi and the TRS chief, Rahul said
both were trying to do away with
the revolutionary land acquisition
legislation brought by previous
Congress government to stop
forcible acquisition of land from
farmers and to ensure them com-
pensation four times higher than the
market price of land.
He also alleged that KCR was

redesigning the irrigation projects
launched by previous Congress
governments and making new esti-
mates to fill his pockets and those
of his friends.
He said the TRS government

was arresting farmers for demand-
ing remunerative prices for their
produce. Before reaching the venue
of public meeting, Rahul met
farmers who were arrested in
Khammam last month.

Stop making 
hollow
promises:
Rahul Gandhi

Stating that Telangana of
the dreams of people was

yet to become a reality, the
Congress leader promised

that if voted to power,
Congress would make it a

manufacturing hub
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Telangana IT Minister KT
Rama Rao lashed out at
Congress Vice President

Rahul Gandhi after the latter's
massive public meeting at San-
gareddy.
In his address, Rahul Gandhi

had asked Telangana Chief Minister
K Chandrasekhar Rao to stop
making "hollow promises" and set
up factories to provide jobs to the
youth. This was not the Telangana
for which students, youth, women
and other sections of people fought,
said Rahul.
However, KTR, who is also

KCR's son, took to Twitter soon
after the speech, and hit back at
Rahul in a series of tweets.
"Some so called 'national

leaders' of 'national' parties who
can't even win an election in their
own backyard, make tall claims
elsewhere," he said, in his first dig.

Rahul Gandhi also claimed that
only one family of four members
was cornering all the benefits in the
new state, hinting at KCR, KTR,
Nizamabad MP K Kavitha and
Telangana Irrigation Minister
Harish Rao.
However, KTR pointed out that

Rahul said this even as there were
large cut outs of Congress leaders
like Jawaharlal Nehru, Indira
Gandhi, Rajiv Gandhi and Sonia
Gandhi in the same venue where he
made the remark.
"Indian Notional Congress lead-

ership talking of 'family rule' has to
be the joke of the millennium.
Classic comedy," (sic), he said.
"They talk of family rule from

the same ground. Classic
Scamgress," he added.
Stating that Telangana of the

dreams of people was yet to
become a reality, the Congress
leader promised that the national
party would make it a manufactur-

ing hub if it was voted to power. "I
want to see made in Telangana
here," he said while showing his
mobile phone.
"There are already five mobile

companies manufacturing out of
Telangana. If you need a 'Made in
Telangana' mobile, go around &
know your facts," KTR hit back.
Stating that TRS government

was arresting farmers for demand-
ing remunerative prices for their
produce, Rahul said that the Con-
gress Government implemented a
loan waiver of Rs 70,000 crore.
To this, KTR replied, "While

that (figure) was for the whole of
the country, the TRS government
waived off Rs 17,000 crore of farm
loans in one state."
KTR also told the Congress

leader, "Pre-scripted speeches
written by bunch of discredited
local leaders can at best make your
party look silly. Get your facts right
Rahul Ji."

Rahul talking of family rule is
joke of the millennium: KTR 
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Congress Vice President Rahul
Gandhi slammed Prime Minis-

ter Narendra Modi for going back
on a promise made in Tirupati
temple to grant special category
status to Andhra Pradesh.
"Modiji talks of Hindu dharma.

He says 'I am protector of Hindu
dharma'. I want to ask what kind of
Hindu he is to break promises made
in Tirupati and speak lies to
people," said Gandhi while remind-
ing him of his promise in 2014 to
grant special status to Andhra for 10
years.
The Congress leader was ad-

dressing a public meeting in Guntur

on June 4 night along with leaders
of Samajwadi Party, Janata Dal-
United, the DMK and the Commu-
nist Party of India to demand the
Central government to fulfill its
commitment made to Andhra
Pradesh at the time of bifurcation.
Rahul said there was some pres-

sure from Modi and BJP on Chief
Minister N Chandrababu Naidu and
YSR Congress Party leader Y S Ja-
ganmohan Reddy as both had com-
promised with the Centre over the
issue.
"They may have some fear in

their heart and that is why they are
not standing with the people," he
said. "This is the special package,"
he remarked in an obvious refer-

ence to the special package an-
nounced by the Centre last year in
lieu of the promised special cate-
gory status.
Rahul said special status would

have benefited the state to the tune
of thousands of crores as 90 per
cent of the funds coming from the
Centre would have been in the form
of grants. Stating that the promise
of special status was made by Man-
mohan Singh in his capacity as the
Prime Minister of the country, he
said it was the right of the people of
Andhra Pradesh.
He promised that granting

special status would be the first task
of the government of Congress and
its allies in 2019. 

RAHUL SLAMS MODI ON
SPECIAL STATUS TO ANDHRA
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Andhra Pradesh Chief Min-
ister, N Chandrababu
Naidu lashed out at Con-

gress Vice-President Rahul Gandhi,
saying that the Congress was re-
sponsible for the bifurcation of the
state.
The Congress Vice-President

was on visit to Andhra Pradesh, and
had addressed a rally on Special
Category Status (SCS) to the state.
“Instead of saying sorry to the

people of Andhra Pradesh for the
unethical bifurcation, the Congress
is trying to play with sentiments in
the name of SCS,” Chandrababu
was quoted as saying, on June 6.
The Chief Minister defended

the state government’s decision to
settle for the special package an-
nounced by the Centre.
During his visit to AP, Rahul

promised that special category
status will be given to Andhra

Pradesh, if his party is voted to
power in the 2019 assembly elec-
tions. Naidu accused the Congress
of stoking emotions.
“All of a sudden, the Congress

is head over heels in love with
Andhra Pradesh and the SCS. The

people have to be wary of the Con-
gress’s deceptive demands and ag-
itations,” Naidu was quoted saying.
He also alleged that Congress had
taken no measures to ensure legal-
ity for the SCS and was now using
the topic for its own interest.

‘Apologise for bifurcation
first, Naidu to Rahul
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BJP President Amit Shah on
June 19 announced that
Bihar Governor Ram Nath

Kovind will be the NDA’s Presiden-
tial candidate. The decision was
taken at a meeting of the BJP’s par-
liamentary board.
PM Narendra Modi chaired the

meeting which was attended by
Amit Shah and Union Ministers
Rajnath Singh, Sushma Swaraj,
Arun Jaitley, Venkaiah Naidu, Nitin
Gadkari.
The 71-year-old is a Dalit leader

from Kanpur who practiced as a
lawyer in the Delhi High Court and
Supreme Court for about 16 years
till 1993.

He was elected to the Rajya
Sabha from Uttar Pradesh in April
1994 and served for two consecu-
tive terms till March 2006.
Kovind has also served as a

member on the Board of Indian In-
stitute of Management, Kolkata.
He represented India at the

United Nations and addressed the
UN General Assembly in 2002.
Meanwhile, the Shiv Sena

which is in alliance with the NDA
at the Centre, said that the BJP
should have discussed with its allies
before finalising the candidate.
Sena MP Sanjay Raut, speaking

with news channel NDTV, said:
“You made a three-member com-
mittee, Amit Shah has met other
leaders, then what is the point in all
this… They (BJP) have the com-
plete freedom to choose the candi-
date, it is the biggest party, they lead
the NDA, we have trust in the prime
minister… BJP should have dis-
cussed the name with all the NDA
constituents.” Earlier, a three-
member team had been constituted
by the party to choose a candidate
for the election. Rajnath Singh and
Venkaiah Naidu were part of the
team that met Opposition leaders to
arrive at a consensus. But the Op-
position was insistent that the can-
didate must have strong secular
credentials and had ruled out
support for a candidate with a Hin-
dutva background.

Ram Nath
Kovind is NDA's
candidate for
President
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The opposition parties on June 22 picked former Lok
Sabha Speaker Meira Kumar to take on NDA's Ram

Nath Kovind in the Presidential election. Congress Presi-
dent Sonia Gandhi announced Meira Kumar's name at a
meeting attended by 17 political parties including the Left,
Trinamool Congress, Samajwadi Party, BSP, DMK and
National Conference.
Talking to reporters, Leader of the Opposition in the

Rajya Sabha, Ghulam Nabi Azad, said: "There could not
have been a better candidate than Meira Kumar for the post
of President."
Meira Kumar, a Dalit from Bihar, is daughter of former

Deputy Prime Minister Jagjivan Ram. A lawyer and a
former diplomat, she was the first woman Speaker of the
Lok Sabha.  Earlier on Monday, BJP President Amit Shah
had announced that Bihar Governor Ram Nath Kovind will
be the NDA’s Presidential candidate.

Opposition picks
Meira Kumar as
its Presidential
candidate
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Twenty-six-year-old Sindhuja Reddy from
Amangal village in Nalgonda district has
been selected as a member of the US

women’s national cricket team. 
She will be part of the team going to participate

in the World T20 Qualifiers in Scotland in August.
The wicketkeeper-batswoman, who had played

for Hyderabad in Ranji Trophy, is hoping to be a
member of the US team in the ICC World Cup in
2020.
Sindhuja, who did her schooling in Hyderabad,

also captained the city's under-19 cricket team. She
studied engineering and MBA before moving to
the US after her marriage to Siddhartha Reddy.
The opening batswoman, who had almost

given up cricket, found a new opportunity in the

US to re-launch her sporting career. Playing for
local clubs, she impressed the selectors with her
skills both as a batswoman and a wicket-keeper.
Sindhuja's parents were elated on learning about
her selection for the US team.

Telangana woman selected for US cricket team
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Election for India's next Vice
President, to succeed M
Hamid Ansari, will be held

on August 5 and counting of votes
will be done on the same day, the
Election Commission announced
on July 29.
Chief Election Commissioner

Nasim Zaidi said, "The date of
polling, if required, will be August
5. Counting, if required, will be
done on August 5." The election
will be held between 10 am to 5
pm. 
The Chief Election Commis-

sioner said that filing of nomina-
tion will begin on July 4 with the
issue of notification. The last date
for filing nomination is July 18,
while scrutiny of nomination
papers will take place on July 19.
The last date for withdrawal of
nomination is July 21.
Hamid Ansari has been Vice

President and ex-officio Chairman

of the Rajya Sabha from August 11,
2007. He won the second term on
August 11, 2012. His current term
ends on August 10.
"The EC is mandated to ensure

that the election for the office of
Vice President of India is free and
fair," Zaidi said. 
Zaidi said the Vice President is

elected by members of the Elec-
toral College consisting of
members of both houses of Parlia-
ment in accordance with the system
of proportional representation by
means of a single transferable vote.
He said the nominated members

of Lok Sabha as well as Rajya
Sabha are also eligible to be in-
cluded in the Electoral College and
therefore entitled to participate in
the election. 

"For the Vice President's elec-
tion in Rajya Sabha there are 233
members and 12 nominated
members. Similarly, in Lok Sabha
there are 543 members and nomi-
nated members are two. The total
number of members of the Elec-
toral College is 790," Zaidi said.
He said a nomination paper has

to be backed by at least 20 electors
as proposers and at least 20 electors
as seconders. The electors will be
provided "special pens" to cast
their ballot and use of any other
pen will render the vote invalid. 
The Chief Election Commis-

sioner said the Vice Presidential
election will take place through
secret ballot and political parties
cannot issue any whip to their re-
spective MPs. 
The Election Commission in

consultation with the government
has decided to appoint the Secre-
tary General of the Rajya Sabha,
Shumsher Sheriff, as returning
officer for the election.

Vice President's
election on August 5
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As many as 14 companies
have come forward to set
up their units at the

Medical Devices Park which was
launched at Sultanpur in San-
gareddy district of Telangana near
here on June 17.

Minister K T  Rama Rao, who
launched the park along with Irri-
gation Minister T Harish Rao, said
these companies would invest Rs
425 crore and create direct employ-
ment for 4,000 persons and indirect
employment for 8,000.
The ministers handed over the

documents of the land that was al-

lotted to the 14 industries, which
include Apollo Hospitals and infor-
mation technology services firm
Cyient Limited. Coming up over
250 acres, the park will have a ded-
icated ecosystem for MedTech in-
novation and manufacturing.
Officials said this would be the
largest facility in India for medical
devices and electronics and will
focus on medical innovations,
R&D and manufacturing.
Rama Rao also announced that

they will have a MoU with China
Medical City located at Taizhou
and another Medical Devices Park
located in Gwangju in South Korea
to exchange knowledge with them.
The facility would further

strengthen Hyderabad's leading po-
sition as in life sciences and
pharma industry. Rama Rao
pointed out that Hyderabad is also
known as medical tourism destina-
tion across Africa, Middle East and
other countries.
Rama Rao also said the facility

would promote innovation. "We
have also started working on a pro-
totyping lab, which will help in
bringing down the cost of medical
care in the country," he added.

The Union Environment Ministry has accorded
clearance for making use of 7,920 acres of forest

land as a part of Kaleswaram irrigation project in
Telangana, an official statement said here. The advi-
sory committee of the Ministry which met on June
15 in New Delhi took this decision, according to a
statement from the Chief Minister's office.
The state government has earlier requested the

Centre for required forest clearances for construction
of barrages, tunnels, canals and as well as all reser-
voirs including the Mallanna Sagar.
Chief Minister K Chandrasekhar Rao personally

made every effort to obtain the clearances. He ex-
pressed his happiness for all the clearance and com-
plimented the state irrigation and forest officials.
He had last year laid foundation stone for the

project which on completion would lift 300 TMC
(Thousand Million Cubic) feet of water from river
Godavari.He had said that project will fulfil the need
of irrigation water for north Telangana region. The
state government had released Rs 13,811 crore for its
construction.The project, which is expected to be
completed in three years, will provide water for 30
lakh acres in the region.

Telangana gets environmental clearance
for using forest land in project

14 companies to set up
units at Telaangana

Medical Devices Park
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Rachakonda Police Commis-
sioner, Mahesh Muralidhar
Bhagwat, has been given

the rare honour by the US Depart-
ment of State. He has been named
as the Hero in its 2017 Trafficking
in Persons Report.
Each year, the Department of

State honors individuals around the
world who have devoted their lives
to the fight against human traffick-
ing. They are recognized for their
tireless efforts despite resistance,
opposition, and threats to their lives
to protect victims, punish offend-
ers, and raise awareness of ongoing
criminal practices in their countries
and abroad.
Mahesh Bhagwat is the only

person from India to get the honour
for 2017. In its report, the US De-
partment of State said, “Mahesh
Bhagwat has demonstrated remark-

able commitment to the fight
against human trafficking for the
last 13 years. He has participated in
anti-trafficking operations that
have removed hundreds of victims
from situations of trafficking and,
with the help of other government
departments and civil society or-
ganizations, has ensured their
placement in support programs.”
The report also said, “Mr

Bhagwat’s dedication to the fight
against human trafficking is exem-
plified by his innovative and highly
effective approach to investigating
cases and his success in disman-
tling trafficking operations within
his command areas. He has pio-
neered the use of legal provisions
to close sites where human traffick-
ing is known to occur. Under his
command, Rachakonda police
closed 25 brothels—five hotels and
20 residential apartments—in less
than a year and participated in one
of the largest crackdowns on labor
trafficking in the country, which
led to the identification and
removal of more than 350 children
forced to work in brick kilns.” “In
addition to being a central figure in
trafficking deterrence efforts, Mr.
Bhagwat also constantly pushes for
human trafficking to be a top prior-
ity for the Telangana state of
India,” the report further said.

Rachakonda CP named the
Hero of TIP Report 2017
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More than 2,000 cases of en-
croachment of Waqf proper-

ties have been filed in the last three
years and some of the complaints
have been forwarded to the CBI,
Minister of State for Minority
Affairs Mukhtar Abbas Naqvi said.
Addressing the 76th Central

Waqf Council in New Delhi in June
29, Naqvi said "several Waqf prop-
erties have been under the clutches
of powerful Waqf mafias due to
criminal conspiracy between them
and Waqf boards.
"We are making efforts to

ensure that all the Waqf boards and
their records across the country are
made digital. (My Ministry) has

been providing all possible help to
the state Waqf boards."
He said a Board of Adjudication

had been set up to look into the
complaints at the central level
under the chairmanship of a retired
Supreme Court judge. Likewise,
three-member tribunals were being
started at the state level. A total of
21 states had already done so.

2,000 criminal cases in three months
against Waqf encroachment
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In a major decision, the AndhraPradesh government an-
nounced forming of four new

urban development authorities to
fast track the development and eco-
nomic growth in tier two towns and
cities. 
Recently, state cabinet has

decided to form Ananthapur Urban
Development, Kurnool Urban De-
velopment, Godavari Urban Devel-
opment and Nellore Urban
Development Authorities.
NUDA covers 1644.17 sq. kms

in Nellore district and may mostly
include villages and municipalities
along the Visakhapatnam-Chennai
Industrial Corridor till Tada which
is on the Chennai-Kolkata National
Highway.
The government has begun

taking measures to give a formal
administrative identity to the re-
cently formed NUDA, which
covers 19 mandals and 145 vil-
lages. Initially, it was planned for

covering 33 mandals but later mod-
ified reducing the jurisdiction of
NUDA and submitted to the gov-
ernment by the officials.
“Prompted by Chief Minister, N

Chandrababu Naidu’s suggestion
we are planning to include villages
with potential for urbanization and
industrial development in NUDA

instead of entire mandal,” said
Kotam Reddy Srinivasulu Reddy,
who has taken charge as first chair-
man of NUDA. 
“To give a new push to planned

urbanization and job creation, a
master plan has to be developed for
the NUDA area keeping in the
mind the needs of the region over
the next 20 years,” he added.
Going by the encroachments on

irrigation canals, unauthorized con-
structions in city, formation of
NUDA is the most appropriate so-
lution to put an end to such irregu-
larities, he said. 
He also clarified that there was

no need for real-estate developers
to approach district, town and
country planning wing for permis-
sions once NUDA is in place. Res-
idential buildings within 10 mts
height can obtain permission from
their respective local bodies. The
NUDA thoroughly examines the
title deeds before granting permis-
sion for layouts to protect the inter-
ests of the buyers, he said. 

NUDA fully equipped
for industrialization

Kotam Reddy Srinivasulu Reddy
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The Goods and Services Tax (GST)
Council has decided to exempt prasadam

and human hair at the Tirumala Tirupati Dev-
asthanams (TTD) from tax, following the
request of Andhra Pradesh government. 
Addressing the 17th GST Council meeting

held in New Delhi, AP Finance Minister Yana-
mala Ramakrishnudu was quoted saying that
as the TTD is a reputed religious trust involved
in services to lakhs of devotees every day it
should be exempted from GST registration. 
The Council has also reduced the origi-

nally proposed GST rates on agarbathis,
biogas and cashew nut from 12 percent to 5
percent. This move came after the TTD re-
quested the Centre to exempt the ingredients
that it purchases for making laddus and other
prasadams from GST.
The TTD had also requested that items

used for pooja and serving pilgrims at choul-
tries, guest houses, besides the sale of human
hair and other revenue sources of the temple
board also be exempt from tax. TTD had
already been granted immunity under VAT by
the state government. 
The accounts department of the TTD had

earlier estimated that the annual additional
burden on the TTD would have been Rs 70
crore if GST was imposed. The TTD governs
the Lord Venkateswara temple, which is the
richest Hindu temple in the world.

No GST on
Tirupati Laddu





AP NEWS The News You Like | July 201736

THENEWSBUREAU

Andhra Pradesh Chief Min-
ister N Chandrababu
Naidu expressed unhappi-

ness over the behavior of his TDP
MP J C Diwakar Reddy, who
created ruckus at Visakhapatnam
airport.
On a visit to Anantapur on June

17, Naidu, who is also the Telugu
Desam Party's President, said his
behaviour brought bad name to the
party. 
According to TDP sources,

Naidu, during a meeting with the
TDP leaders of Anantapur district
on Saturday, said leaders in public
life should exercise restraint.
However, he did not say what

action party proposes to take
against Diwakar Reddy, whose be-
havior has also caused embarrass-

ment to Civil Aviation Minister
Ashok Gajapathi Raju, also a TDP
MP.
Reddy had shouted at IndiGo

officials, tried to throw a printer on
the floor and pushed a senior
airline official after he was denied
boarding pass for reporting late for

his flight from Visakhapatnam to
Hyderabad.
The 73-year-old Lok Sabha

member, however, later flew by the
same flight as he had reportedly
sought intervention of Raju, who
was present at the airport. He told
the minister that he had been at the
airport for an hour but was denied
boarding pass.
Raju denied helping the MP and

clarified that he had only asked the
airport director to look into the
matter by examining CCTV
footage. The minister hinted that
Reddy lied to him as the CCTV
footage showed he arrived late.
IndiGo barred Reddy from flying on
its flights. Other domestic airlines
also banned him. Even as the debate
was on over the unruly behaviour of
the MP, he left abroad along with his
family on a vacation.

Chandrababu Naidu unhappy over
JC’s behaviour at Vizag airport
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In a transformational move, theIndian Army is all set to open
up combat positions for

women, a gender barrier broken by
only a few countries globally.
Army Chief Gen Bipin Rawat

said the process to allow women in
combat role, currently an exclusive
domain of men, is moving fast and
initially women will be recruited
for positions in military police.
"I am looking at women

coming as jawans. I am going to
start it soon. Firstly, we will start
with women as military police
jawans," he said, giving details of
the move to allow women in the
male-dominated positions in the
Army.
Currently women are allowed in

a number of select areas including
in medical, legal, educational,

signals and engineering wings of
the Army but combat roles are kept
off limit for them due to operational
concerns and logistical issues.
The Army Chief said he was

ready to recruit women as jawans
and the matter is being taken up
with the government. "We have
already started the process," Gen
Rawat told a news agency. 
He said women will have to

show grit and strength in taking up
challenges in combat role and shat-
tering the glass ceiling. Very few
countries including Germany, Aus-
tralia, Canada, the US, Britain,
Denmark, Finland, France ,
Norway, Sweden and Israel have
allowed women in combat roles.
The roles of military police

include policing the cantonments
and army establishments, prevent
breach of rules and regulations by
soldiers, maintaining movement of

soldiers as well as logistics during
peace and war, handling prisoners
of war and extending aid to civil
police whenever required.
Creating history, the Indian Air

Force, last year, had inducted three
women as fighter pilots, less than a
year after the government decided
to open the fighter stream for
women on an experimental basis.
A decision on having women as

fighter pilots will be taken after
evaluating performance of the three
women -- Avani Chaturvedi,
Bhawana Kanth and Mohana Singh
who are now part of IAF's fighter
squadron.
The Indian Navy is currently

deliberating on a policy on having
women onboard the ships. The
Navy allows women in various
other segments including in legal,
logistics, naval architecture and en-
gineering departments.

Indian Army to break
gender barriers soon



NATIONAL NEWS The News You Like | July 201738

THENEWSBUREAU

Army Chief Gen. Bipin
Rawat has said use of
human shield in Kashmir

was "circumstances-based" and
would not be used as a standard op-
erating procedure as his soldiers
had "a very good human rights
record" and were doing a "great
job" to bring peace in the troubled
state.
Gen. Rawat exuded confidence

that the Kashmir situation would be
brought under control as trouble
was only limited to some parts of
south of the valley.
"Security forces and all agencies

are doing a great job to bring the sit-
uation under control. Some parts of
south Kashmir are troublesome.
Necessary action is being taken. I
don't think there should be any
cause of worry," the Army Chief
told reporters after reviewing the
combined graduation parade at the
Air Force Academy at Dundigal on
June 17.
Speaking about the April 9 con-

troversy over using a civilian as a
human shield against stone-pelters
in Kashmir, the General said every
action was taken "considering the
nature of task that we are expected
to carry out under the circum-
stances".
When a reporter asked if he

would make using human shields a
Standard Operating Procedure
(SOP), the Army chief remarked
that the media was asking a ques-
tion whose answer is known. "I will
ask a counter question. Is media ex-
pected to report the truth what will
be the answer. You would never say

no. You are asking me a question
the answer of which is known to
you."
When the reporter wanted to

know if his answer means that
human shields will be part of SOP,
he said: "No. It is not. What I am
saying is it is not considered. I said
it depends on the circumstances. It
is circumstances-based. Each one
takes action based on the circum-
stances, but the effort is to make
sure that human rights violations
are not there."
He said his force was concerned

about human rights and would
make sure rights of people were not
violated. "We are an Army which
believes very strongly in human
rights and we have a very good
human rights record."
He said his soldiers knew how

to deal with "children and women"
who are part of mobs pelting stones
at security forces in the Kashmir
Valley. "When they find there are
children and there are ladies who
are coming in front, they deal with
them accordingly. Harsh measures
are never used." 
The Army Chief blamed "misin-

formation and disinformation"
being spread in the state for the

trouble and forcing youth to take up
arms. "I am quite confident that
they will soon understand that what
they are doing is not good for their
own state and people. 
"I am quite sure of some of the

young people who should have
books and computers in their hands
and preparing for exams to get into
IITs and IIMs will soon be brought
on the right side of the fence."
The General refused to

comment on the ongoing political
blame game over the trouble in
Kashmir and said armed forces don
not care about statements by politi-
cians. "We have a task at hand, for
that we work round the clock." 
He did not see any harm in

posting the army in close proximity
with people so far as the aim was to
bring peace.
"The Indian Army belongs to its

people. We are the peoples' armed
forces. We have been called upon to
do a particular task by the govern-
ment of India because they felt that
there is requirement for the army. 
"We are there to see that the sit-

uation is brought under control,
therefore in the present juncture we
have to continue with the task in the
manner in which we were carrying
on."
He asked the armed forces to

maintain high standards of integrity
and not to lose the trust of people of
the country.
"Integrity is the foundation of

our military profession. If doubted,
we may lose the trust of our society.
If the society doesn't trust its
defence forces it will be difficult for
the nation to maintain its military
and protect itself."

Kashmir human shield situation-based,
not standard operation: Army Chief
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Twenty-four years after 13 blasts rocked
Mumbai, a special Terrorist and Disruptive
Activities (Prevention) (TADA) court on June

16 pronounced the verdict against the seven accused
in the March 1993 Mumbai serial blasts case.
The special TADA court has found six of the

accused guilty, while accused Abdul Qayyum was ac-
quitted. 
The blasts had claimed 257 lives in the city and

left 713 people grievously injured. Among the seven
accused in the case, Abu Salem is one of the prime
accused. The others are Mustafa Dossa, Karimullah
Sheikh, Tahir Merchant alias Tahir Taklya, Abdul
Qayyum, Abdul Rashid Khan and Riyaz Siddiqui. 
Abu Salem, who has been found guilty, was ex-

tradited from Portugal in 2005, was charged with sup-
plying the arms and ammunition, including the deadly
RDX, which were used in the blasts. 
Besides Salem, four others have also been found

guilty under various charges in the same case. 
Mustafa Dossa, another prime accused was also

pronounced guilty. He has been found guilty of taking
part in the blasts conspiracy meetings held in India
and Dubai before the terror strike was carried out at
12 targets in Mumbai. 
He is also found guilty of arranging for the arms

and ammunition for the blasts with his brother Mo-
hammed Dossa and making travel arrangements for
some of the persons involved to meet absconder mafia
don Dawood Ibrahim Kaskar. Dossa, however, died
on June 28 at a hospital, after developing chest pain.
The others convicted are Karimullah Shaikh, Firoz

Khan, Tahir Merchant and Riaz Siddiqui.  
Karimullah Shaikh was held on August 21, 2008,

and charged with smuggling arms into the country
through the Shekhadi coast of Raigad district. 
The court held that Tahir facilitated the supply of

arms and the training of the accused in Pakistan. It
termed his role “communal” and said he was one of
the initiators of the conspiracy. “With this kind of in-
dulgence, he must be held directly responsible,” held
the court.

Court found accused Firoz Khan guilty of partic-
ipating in conspiratorial meetings held at Dawood
Ibrahim’s Dubai residence. 
According to the CBI, after the Babri Masjid dem-

olition, communal violence broke out in different
parts of the country, including Mumbai. The blast was
a ‘revenge’ for the demolition and the subsequent riots
planned by the accused under the leadership of
Dawood Ibrahim and Ibrahim Mushtaq Abdul Razak
Memon (Tiger Memon), reports the Indian Express.
Dawood Ibrahim and Tiger Memon continue to
remain absconding along with 31 others.
The CBI claimed that Mustafa smuggled the arms,

ammunition, and explosives for the serial bombings
— which, according to the CBI, was the first ever ter-
rorist attack in the world in which RDX was used on
such a large scale after the Second World War.
The TADA court had convicted 100 people during

the first leg of the trial in 2010. Actor Sanjay Dutt was
earlier sentenced to five years in jail for possession
of arms, which were a part of the consignment used
in the 1993 blasts. All the accused have been acquitted
of the charge of waging war against the nation. 

Abu Salem and 5 other
convicted in 1993 Mumbai blasts
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Prime Minister Narendra Modi arrived in the national capital
on June 28 following a successful tour of three nations,
which culminated at The Hague on June 27. The Prime

Minister was received by External Affairs Minister Sushma
Swaraj at the airport.
Modi first visited Portugal, where he, along with his Por-

tuguese counterpart Antonio Costa, signed 11 MoUs for Co-
operation in areas including double taxation avoidance,
investments, science and technology, nanotechnology, space re-
search, administrative reforms and culture.
Speaking at a joint conference after holding a bilateral discus-

sion, Modi said the two sides have also agreed to set up a joint
science and technology fund of four million Euros.
He also announced setting up of a Chair for Indian

Studies in University of Lisbon and developing a Hindi-Por-
tuguese dictionary for mutual benefit.
The two leaders also launched a unique startup Portal -

the India-Portugal International StartUp Hub ( IPISH) -
aimed at providing information on start-up hotspots in the
two countries and associated policies.
The platform initiated by Startup India and supported

by Commerce and Industry Ministry and Startup Portugal
to create a mutually supportive entrepreneurial partner-
ship.
Following his Portugal visit, Modi headed towards

Washington for his first face-to-face meeting with US
President Donald Trump.
President Trump and Prime Minister Modi

pledged to increase economic cooperation to make
their nations stronger and their citizens more pros-
perous.The Indo-US Joint Statement asked Pak-
istan to not let its territory be used to launch
terror attacks.
Modi also met and interacted with 20 top

American CEOs at a round-table meeting in
Washington DC, and talked about various
topics ranging from the Goods and Services
Tax (GST), technology, India's economy and
Digital India, Make in India, Skill Develop-
ment, Demonetisation and the thrust towards
renewable energy among others.
In the final leg of his three-nation tour, Prime

Minister Modi visited the Netherlands on Tuesday, where he,
along with his Dutch counterpart Mark Rutte delivered a joint
statement vowing to combat terrorism.

Modi’s three-nation tour a
master stroke for China 
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Prime Minister Narendra Modi has
received a bicycle as gift from his

Dutch counterpart Mark Rutte. A
picture shared by Prime Minister
Modi on his twitter account shows
him sitting and smiling on the Dutch-
made bicycle which was gifted to him
by Rutte on June 27.

“Thank you @MinPres
@markrutte for the bicycle,” Modi
tweeted on June 28, soon after his
return from the Netherlands where he
held talks with the Dutch prime min-
ister on global issues like counter-ter-
rorism and climate change.
In the photo, Rutte was also seen

standing beside Modi. The Dutch
premier praised India for its commit-
ment to renewal energy and to the
Paris climate agreement. He had
praised Modi for announcing major
sustainable initiatives like ‘Clean
India’ and ‘Make in India’.
Rutte, 50, usually cycles to work.

In the Netherlands, cycling is a way
of life. In fact, with 18 million bicy-
cles and just 16 million Dutch inhab-
itants, there are more bicycles than
people.
In a special gesture, Rutte had on

June 27 tweeted in both Hindi and
Dutch languages welcoming Modi
and said he was keen to meet him at
a time when the two countries are cel-
ebrating 70 years of the establishment
of Indo-Dutch diplomatic relations.
Modi returned to New Delhi this
morning after concluding a three-
nation tour to Portugal, the US and
the Netherlands.

Dutch PM  Gifts 
bicycle to  Modi
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Low-risk Indian travellers to
the US from now on would
experience speedy entry

into the country after landing, with
India making a formal entry into an
American initiative.
President Donald Trump wel-

comed India's entry into the Inter-
national Expedited Traveler
Initiative (Global Entry Program),
saying it would facilitate closer
business and educational ties
between the citizens of India and
the US.
The India-US joint statement,

issued after talks between Trump
and Modi, said the US president
applauded the entrepreneurship and
innovation of Indians and Indian-
Americans that have directly bene-
fited both nations.
The citizens of Switzerland and

the United Kingdom are also part
of the programme, which India has
now joined.
Global Entry is a US Customs

and Border Protection (CBP) pro-
gramme which allows expedited
clearance for pre-approved, low-
risk travellers upon arrival in the
United States.
On landing at select airports,

the programme members enter the
United States through automatic
kiosks, instead of queuing up to
clear the immigration by meeting
an immigration officer.
At these airports, the members

proceed to the Global Entry kiosks,
present their machine-readable
passport or US permanent resident

card, place their fingerprints on the
scanner for fingerprint verification
and complete a customs declara-
tion.
The kiosk then issues the trav-

eller a transaction receipt and
directs him or her to the baggage
claim and the exit.
Travellers must be pre-ap-

proved for the Global Entry pro-
gramme. All applicants undergo a
rigorous background check and in-
person interview before enrolment,
the CBP website says.
It says that while Global Entry's

goal is to speed up travellers
through the process, members may
still be selected for further exami-
nation when entering the United
States.
The select US airports that offer

the facility include all major ones,
including New York, Newark,
Washington, Austin, Dallas,
Houston, Boston, Chicago, San
Francisco, Los Angeles, San Jose,
Las Vegas, Miami and Seattle.
Besides those in the US, the air-

ports at Dublin in Ireland, Vancou-
ver and Toronto in Canada and Abu
Dhabi are also on the list.
These airports have been

chosen as an air traveller can clear
US immigration at these airports,
virtually making their onward
flight from there to an American
city a domestic one.

Good news for Indians
who wish to travel to US
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After Kalpana Chawla, there
had been no person of
Indian origin to join

NASA as an astronaut candidate,
until Raja Chari has been picked
for the program.
Raja Chari, 39, a Lieutenant

Colonel at the US Air Force and
father of three, has been selected
from a whopping 18,300 applicants
to be part of the 22nd class of
American spaceflight trainees. This
was the highest number of applica-
tions that NASA had ever received
during an open astronaut call. 
Chari’s 11 fellow trainees

include six military officers, three
scientists, two medical doctors, a
lead engineer at SpaceX and a
NASA research pilot, reports Busi-
ness Standard. The class, consisting
of seven men and five women, is
the largest group NASA has ever
selected in over 20 years.
Though originally from Mil-

waukee, Wisconsin, Colonel Chari
grew up in Cedar City, Iowa. He
has a Master’s Degree in Aeronau-
tics and Astronautics from Massa-
chusetts Institute of Technology
(MIT) and an Undergraduate
Degree from the US Naval Test
Pilot School as well as from the US
Army Command and General Staff
College in Fort Leavenworth,
Kansas.
Currently, he acts as com-

mander of the 461st Flight Test
Squadron and director of the F-35
Integrated Test Force at Edwards
Air Force Base in California,
reports Business Standard. Addi-

tionally he has over 2000 hours of
flight time and has experience in
flying in combat missions like ‘Op-
eration Iraqi Freedom.’
Colonel Chari has received

Defence Meritorious Service
Medal, the Meritorious Service
Medal, the Aerial Achievement
Medal, the Air Force Commenda-
tion Medal, the Air Force Achieve-
ment Medal, an Iraq Campaign

Medal, a Korean Defence Service
Medal and the Nuclear Deterrence
Operations Service Medal for his
navigating skills as a pilot.
He will be reporting for duty in

August and will be undergoing
training for two years after which
he will work at the NASA Astro-
naut Office in technical capacity,
until he receives a flight assign-
ment.

Indian-American Raja Chari
chosen for NASA program
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Three Indian educational in-
stitutes are among top 200
universities across the

world, according to the latest list of
the ‘Quacquarelli Symonds (QS)
World University Rankings’.
Last year, the Indian Institute of

Technology (IIT)-Delhi and Insti-
tute of Science (IISc) -Bengaluru
had featured in the top 200 list. The
latest entry is marked by IIT-
Bombay, making it 3 Indian insti-
tutions on the global list for the first
time.
Making a staggering improve-

ment by jumping 40 positions, IIT-
Bombay paved way into the top
200, from a rank of 219 last year to
179 this year, while IIT-Delhi took
off by 13 points, from 185 to 172
rank.
IISc however slipped over 38

positions from a rank of 152 to 190,
making IIT-Delhi the best-ranked
Indian institution in the world.
“The improved ranking is a re-

flection of the continuous improve-
ment of the quality of education
and research at IIT Bombay,”
Devang Khakhar who is the Direc-
tor, IIT-Bombay, said.
The rankings that were released

by Quacquarelli Symonds (QS), a
British agency that evaluates
higher educational institutes under
a global spectrum, is based on six
performance indices.
These are academic reputation,

employer reputation, student-
faculty ratio, citations per faculty,
international faculty and student
ratio. A significant weightage, 40
per cent of the total score, is given
to the institute’s reputation.
Even if the overall ranking of

IISc might have slipped, there is
still reason for the institution to
rejoice as IISc was rated as the
sixth best institution in the world in
terms of QS’s ‘citations per
faculty’ metric.
A press release by QS stated

that the fact that IISc’s research
papers were cited nearly 82,000
times over the five-year period,
played a crucial role for evaluation.
Another great piece of news is

that 20 Indian institutions have
made it to the list of the world’s
959 top universities, with Jadavpur
University, University of Hyder-
abad, Anna University, Manipal
University, Aligarh Muslim Uni-
versity and Birla Institute of Tech-
nology and Science being the six
new entrants.  “India is progressing
in our global rankings. Five Indian
universities feature among the
global 100 for research indicator,”
Ben Sowter, Research Director at
QS said.

Three Indian institutes
ranked among the top 200
global universities
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The Andhra Pradesh branch of
SRM University, located in
the state’s upcoming capital

Amaravati, has begun working with
the Massachusetts Institute of Tech-
nology (MIT) in the US, for the
design and development of their
curriculum through the use of MITx
courses.
This would include courses such

as Calculus, Electromagnetic
Theory, Classical Mechanics, Com-
puter Programming, and many
more.
“SRM is embracing a new

method of learning, not before seen
in India. We will emphasize practi-
cal and application oriented learning
via projects and lab courses rather
than monologues that are the typical
feature of our classrooms. We would
like to create a world class environ-
ment for our students here at SRM

University, AP – Amaravati; and we
want to help them create tomor-
row”, Dr P Sathyanarayanan, Presi-
dent of SRM University, Amaravati,
said in a statement.
The university also said that its

faculty would participate in annual
design camps, to ensure the effec-
tive delivery of these courses to the
students.
“Through these camps, faculty

will learn techniques to blend MITx
courses and MIT OpenCourseWare
(OCW) course material with rele-
vant local content into the courses
offered,” a press release stated.
“Developing research led uni-

versities is fundamental to the
progress of the state and the nation.
We aim to do just that by bringing
solutions to the problems that
plague today’s world”, Dr Narayana
Rao, Pro–Vice Chancellor of the
university said.
The foundation stone for the

University was laid in November
last year, by AP Chief Minister N
Chandrababu Naidu.
"SRM will setup university

campus with 17,000 students by end
of first phase in five years and
52,000 students by the end of
second phase in 10 years. This
campus would include a medical
college and university," CRDA
commissioner Cherukuri Sridhar
had said at the time.
In April this year, the campus

opened admissions for the 2017-18
batch, to apply for its B.Tech engi-
neering programmes, and it was re-
ported that the personal interview
would commence in June.
The university also said that it

plans to grow from being engineer-
ing centred, into an integrated multi-
disciplinary institution offering
courses in other fields such as man-
agement, law, medical sciences,
pure sciences and liberal arts.

SRM University aims to bring
MIT's US curriculum to 

Amaravati
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Tata Consultancy Services
will help transform the
Andhra University School

of Distance Education (AUSDE)
into a digital university.
The global IT services firm on

Tuesday announced that it has
signed a definitive agreement with
Andhra Pradesh varsity, which will
enable easy access to a larger
number of students wanting to avail
courses offered by the university.
As part of the agreement,

AUSDE will deploy the TCS iON
platform to help bring online all key
services offered by it including
student admissions, academic
course content, examination man-
agement as well as regular admin-

istrative services. With the services
of AUSDE going online, students
will be able to enroll onto and
access courses of their choice, pay
fees, get their examination hall
tickets and also see their examina-
tion results, all of these, at a click of
a button, TCS said in a statement.
The TCS iON Platform provides

a comprehensive end-to-end solu-
tion that enables a university to
digitise all functions and services
offered by it. It also supports in
building smarter university cam-
puses with solutions that simplify
learning, teaching and support
processes to drive educational ex-
cellence.
The AUSDE is offering certifi-

cate, diploma, under graduate, post-
graduate and professional courses

to over 60,000 students currently
and the digitisation of the university
will help provide a superior experi-
ence to all the stakeholders.
With AUSDE going digital

using the TCS iON Platform, every
stakeholder of the university will be
able to engage with ease and be
confident of getting the highest
level of services on-time without
any deficiency," said V. Ra-
maswamy, Global Head, TCS iON.
"We are delighted to enter into

an agreement with TCS and be a
part of the Digital India movement.
Our plan ahead is to expand this ini-
tiative to the regular stream of edu-
cation in addition to the distance
education program," said Andhra
University Vice Chancellor G.
Nageswara Rao.

TCS to help AU transform
into digital varsity
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The EU slapped Google with
a record 2.4-billion-euro
anti-trust fine on June 27, in

a fresh assault on a US tech giant
that risks the wrath of President
Donald Trump.
Hard-charging European Com-

mission competition chief Mar-
grethe Vestager said Google had
"abused its market dominance" as
the world's most popular search
engine to give illegal advantage to
its own shopping service.
"What Google has done is

illegal under EU antitrust rules. It
denied other companies the chance
to compete on the merits and to in-
novate," Vestager said in a state-
ment.
"And most importantly, it

denied European consumers a
genuine choice of services and the

full benefits of innovation."
The fine broke the pre-

vious EU record for a mo-
nopoly case against US
chipmaker Intel of 1.06
billion euros.
The decision comes less than a

year after Vestager shocked the
world and Washington with an
order that iPhone manufacturer
Apple repay 13 billion euros in
back taxes in Ireland.
Crucially for Google, Brussels

has demanded that the US tech

giant change the business model
for Google Shopping to meet the
EU's concerns.
While an EU record, the

amount is below the maximum
possible of about 8.0 billion euros
or 10 percent of Google's total
revenue last year. Brussels accuses
Google of giving its own online
service, Google Shopping, too
much priority in search results to
the detriment of other price com-
parison services, such as TripAdvi-
sor and Expedia. The case,
launched in 2010, is one of three
against Google and of several
against blockbuster US companies
including Starbucks, Apple,
Amazon and McDonalds.

EU Slaps 2.4 bn
fine on Google
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Business chamber Assocham
has asked the central gov-
ernment to defer the imple-

mentation of the new GST regime.
The pan India Goods and Services
Tax (GST) regime is slated to be
implemented from July 1.
"We, Assocham, applaud the

effort being made by the govern-
ment to implement GST at the ear-
liest. We also compliment the effort
being made to set up working
groups to address concerns of spe-
cific industries," said D. S. Rawat,
Secretary General, Assocham, in a
letter to

Finance Minister Arun Jaitley.
"Significant amount of work

has been done on the GST front,
however, there are various issues
which still need to be looked at
before GST can be implemented
successfully," read the letter dated
June 17.
Assocham pitched its case by

quoted the GSTN (GST Network)
CEO, who has said that the
network might not be fully opera-
tional by July 1, 2017.
"It has been stated that certain

deficiencies in the return formats
resulting in glitches in operation of
GSTN were detected during a beta

test done about a month
back. Consequently, the
return formats were
completely revised,
which in turn led to
certain major
changes in the IT
software," the
letter read. 

"Therefore,

it has been clearly stated by CEO
that the return module will be ready
only by end-July, which will be
before August, the month of filing
returns."
Apart from the GSTN issues,

Assocham in the letter pointed out
that many existing assesses have
not entirely migrated to GST.
"System glitches during migra-

tion process raise questions as to
the ability of the system to with-
stand huge traffic in GST. During
the current phase of GST migration
for existing assesses, the server was
constantly under maintenance," the
letter read.
"It also raises questions as to

whether this system can survive in
the GST era when it had undergone
maintenance during the second
phase of migration when the
traffic was restricted only to
migration, not even to the
registration."

Assocham seeks
deferment of GST
implementation
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In yet another measure againstblack money generation, the
government has made it manda-

tory to give Aadhaar number while
opening a new account and also to
link the existing accounts with the
Aadhaar numbers of their holders.
Not disclosing it by December 31
will lead to suspension of the
account till it is done.
The government move comes

close on the heels of the decision
last week that all income tax as-
sessees should link their Aadhaar
numbers with Permanent Account
Numbers (PAN) when they file
their returns, after the Supreme
Court upheld the law in this regard. 
If a customer, eligible to be en-

rolled for Aadhaar and obtain the
PAN, already has a bank account,
he needs to submit the Aadhaar
number and PAN by December 31,
according to a Revenue Department
notification.
In case a customer having an

account failed to submit his

Aadhaar number and PAN by De-
cember 31, the account would cease
to be operational till the time these
numbers are submitted, it said. The
measure had been taken for preven-
tion of money laundering, it added.
"Provided that if the customer

does not submit the Permanent
Account Number, he shall submit
one certified copy of an 'officially
valid document' containing details
of his identity and address, one
recent photograph and such other
documents, including in respect of
the nature of business and financial
status of the client as may be re-
quired by the reporting entity," it
said.
The Union Budget 2016-17 had

mandated seeding of Aadhaar
number with PAN to negate the
possibility of individuals evading
tax using multiple PANs.
The notification -- issued by

amending the Prevention of
Money-laundering (Maintenance of
Records) Rules, 2005 -- tightened
the rules also for small accounts,
which can have a maximum deposit

of Rs 50,000 and can be opened
without having officially valid
KYC (Know Your Customer) doc-
uments.
According to the notification,

such accounts can be opened only
at bank branches with core banking
solution.
Such accounts can also be

opened at branches where it is pos-
sible to manually monitor and
ensure that foreign remittance are
not credited to such accounts and
stipulated limits on monthly and
annual aggregate of transactions
and balance are not breached.
Such small accounts will remain

operational initially for 12 months,
and thereafter for a similar period if
the account holder provides evi-
dence that he or she has applied for
officially valid identification docu-
ments.
"The small account shall be

monitored and when there is a sus-
picion of money-laundering or fi-
nancing of terrorism or other
high-risk scenarios, the identity of
claimant shall be established
through the production of official
valid documents," it said.
Post June 1, if a person does not

have an Aadhaar number at the time
of opening of account, then he or
she has to furnish proof of applica-
tion of enrolment for Aadhaar and
submit the Aadhaar number to the
bank within six months of opening
the bank account.
"In case the client, eligible to be

enrolled for Aadhaar and obtain a
PAN, does not submit the Aadhaar
number or the PAN at the time of
commencement of an account-
based relationship with a reporting
entity, the client shall submit the
same within a period of six months
from the date of commencement of
the account-based relationship," the
notification said.

Aadhaar becomes
must for all bank
accounts
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Parents' exposure to chemi-
cals often used as disinfec-
tants and preservatives in

household and personal products
such as detergents, shampoos and
conditioners may be associated
with birth defects in children, re-
searchers have warned.
The study, conducted on both

mice and rats, showed that the
chemicals -- known as quaternary
ammonium compounds or "quats"
-- can lead to birth defects of the
brain, spine or spinal cord.
"These chemicals are regularly

used in the home, hospitals, public
spaces and swimming pools," said
Terry Hrubec, Associate Professor
at the Edward Via College of Os-
teopathic Medicine (VCOM) in
Virginia, US.
"Birth defects were seen when

both males and females were

exposed, as well as when only one
parent was exposed," Hrubec
added. 
For the study, detailed in the

journal Birth Defects Research, the
team investigated the effect of two
commonly used quats - alkyl di-
methyl benzyl ammonium chloride
and didecyl dimethyl ammonium
chloride. 
These are often listed on ingre-

dient lists as ADBAC and DDAC
respectively, and are valued for
their antimicrobial and antistatic
properties, as well as their ability to
lower surface tension.

These are used as common in-
gredients in cleaners and disinfec-
tants, hand wipes, food
preservatives, swimming pool
treatments, laundry products,
shampoos, conditioners, eye drops
and other personal care products. 
Exposure to these chemicals

also resulted in birth defects same
as the defects as found in humans -
- spina bifida and anencephaly.
In addition, mice and rats did

not even need to be dosed with the
chemicals to see the effect, but
simply using quat-based cleaners in
the same room as the mice was
enough to cause birth defects. 
"We also observed increased

birth defects in rodents for two
generations after stopping expo-
sure," Hrubec noted.
Although the study was con-

ducted on mice and rats, these
chemicals may be toxic to humans
as well, the researchers said.

Chemicals found in detergents,
shampoos linked to birth defects
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Practicing mind-body inter-
ventions such as meditation,
yoga and Tai Chi daily may

not only relax you but could also
reverse the molecular reactions in
the DNA that causes stress as well
as boost well-being, according to a
study.
The findings by researchers

from UK's Coventry University,
showed that people who practice
mind-body interventions exhibit a
decrease in the production of a mol-
ecule called nuclear factor kappa B
(NF-kB), which is known to regu-
late gene expression.
When a person is exposed to a

stressful event, their sympathetic
nervous system (SNS) -- the system
responsible for the "fight-or-flight"
response -- is triggered. 
This SNS activity leads to the

production of NF-kB, which pro-
duces molecules called cytokines
that cause cellular inflammation. 
This reaction is useful for

dealing with a stressful situation,
but if its persistent it can lead to a
higher risk of cancer, accelerated
ageing and psychiatric disorders
like depression.
Meditation, yoga and Tai Chi

may decrease the production of NF-
kB and cytokines, leading to a re-
versal of the pro-inflammatory gene
expression pattern and a reduction
in the risk of inflammation-related
diseases and conditions, the re-
searchers said.
"Millions of people around the

world already enjoy the health ben-
efits of mind-body interventions
like yoga or meditation, but what
they perhaps don't realise is that
these benefits begin at a molecular
level and can change the way our

genetic code goes about its busi-
ness," said lead researcher Ivana
Buric.
"These activities are leaving

what we call a molecular signature
in our cells, which reverses the
effect that stress or anxiety would
have on the body by changing how
our genes are expressed. Put simply,
mind-body interventions cause the
brain to steer our DNA processes
along a path which improves our
wellbeing," Buric added.
For the study, published in the

journal Frontiers in Immunology,
the team examined 18 studies --
featuring 846 participants over 11
years.
The results revealed a pattern in

the molecular changes which
happen to the body as a result of
practising mind-body interventions,
and how those changes benefit our
mental and physical health.

Meditation, yoga can 'reverse'
stress-causing DNA reactions
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There is a vast variety of
branded juice and soft drinks
in the market. However, it is

important to judge what is safe and
healthy for you. Buy pasteurised
juices, check for labels and more,
say experts.
Saurabh Arora, founder of

FoodSafetyHelpline.com, and
Pawan Vats, Vice President at
Auriga Research (service provider
of pharmaceutical testing, food
testing and herbal testing), have
listed a few pointers one must keep
in mind:
• While selecting the right

drink, the best is 100 per cent fruit
juice without added sugar, followed
by a fruit drink with low sugar
content and high quantity of fruit
content and then the fruit drinks. 
Last in the order are flavoured

drinks as they contain no fruit

content, but only fruit flavours.
Avoid these as all they will do is
quench your thirst and will only
give you sugar and water.
Fruits have a short shelf life and

harmful pathogens from contami-
nated fresh fruit that can enter fruit
juices at any time during handling,
preparation and processing.
Improperly packaged fruit

juices and soft drinks encourage
growth of fungi and moulds. Juice
manufacturers normally pasteurised
juices with a quick high-heat treat-
ment so they are free from
pathogens, yeast and moulds and
which extends shelf life to between
9 to 12 months depending on the
packaging. 
So, buying pasteurised juices

will help prevent food-borne ill-
nesses. These days some juices are
cold pressed and these need to be
stored with temperature controls or
they will get contaminated. Never
buy cold-pressed juices that are in
the open unless they are from freez-
ers and chillers.
* Fresh fruits are susceptible to

chemical contamination as insecti-
cides are sprayed on them to
prevent pest infusion. Consumers
must, therefore, buy fruit juices and
other soft drinks only from a fixed-
base operator (FBO). Licensed
FBOs carry out regular testing of
products so chemical contaminants
are within regulatory limits.
* Packaging must be checked

for physical damage like dents or
breakages as rupture of the con-
tainer can lead to microbial contam-
ination. Check that the seal is not
broken on the inside of juice
cartons.
* A look at the list of ingredients

and nutritional facts will give a true
picture about the fruit content,
quantity of sugar and other sub-
stances and additives used in the
drinks like colours, preservatives
and flavours.

Beware of
contamination
in juices
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Toxc foam was spotted
coming out of yet another
lake in Hyderabad as rains

brought chemical pollutants into
the lake along with rain water. 
Large cloud of froth accumu-

lated in one corner of the R K
Puram Lake on June 26 following
a spell of rain. A rotting and
pungent smell engulfed the sur-
roundings. The lake is a part of the
Alwal catchment area and is fed
by water from several smaller
water bodies in the area. 
From this lake, water travels to

the Safilguda Lake, also known as
the 'mini tank bund', before travel-
ling to Banda Cheruvu finally
ending up in the Musi river.
"The foam coming from R K

Puram lake is from toxic sewage
runoff, and is caused by the high
content of ammonia and phos-

phate. R K Puram lake is Malkaj-
giri's largest lake, but it has
become the Malkajgiri-Defence
Colony area drainage system, with
sewage moving into the lake," ac-
tivists who circulated the visuals
to the media, said in a statement.
B T Srinivasan, General Secre-

tary of the United Federation of
Residents' Welfare Associations
suspects that a manufacturing in-
dustry could be discharging efflu-
ents into the lake.
"The foam is definitely chemi-

cal in nature, evident from the
smell. We think that someone may
have set up an illegal manufactur-
ing unit, and connected their drain
to the lake. That is what we suspect
as of now," he said adding that a
complaint has been filed with the
Pollution Control Board (PCB).
Interestingly, this is not the

first such incident reported in the
city this month. On June 8,

Dharani Nagar witnessed froth,
several feet high, along the Kukat-
pally nala -  one of the four major
nalas that dump industrial efflu-
ents into the Hussain Sagar lake,
and eventually the Musi River. 
Ironically, this was the same

area from where toxic foam over-
flowed onto the road in September
last year. 
“In 2016, the nala broke and

polluted water entered into
Dharini Nagar. The area was
totally filled with water for a
week, and residents had to be
evacuated. The only way one
could access the area was by boat.
The GHMC had promised to desilt
the nala and check on chemical
waste dumping, but the episode
has been repeated,” a local resi-
dent said.
However, the PCB claims that

the foam was caused by detergents
and phosphates.

Toxic foam flies from
Hyderabad lakes



LEGAL The News You Like | July 201754

THENEWSBUREAU

Stating that cows were
“sacred national wealth”, the
Hyderabad High Court on

June 9 directed both the Telugu
states of Telangana and Andhra
Pradesh to amend penal laws for
killing or maiming cattle, including
cows, to make them non-bailable
offences.
Justice B Siva Sankara Rao de-

livered the judgment, dismissing a
petition filed by Ramavath
Hanuma of Nalgonda.
The petitioner and several

others had kept cows and bulls for
slaughtering to distribute the meat
on Bakrid. They bought the cows
and bulls from farmers. However,
the police seized the cattle and reg-
istered cases under Sections 5, 6
and 10 of Prohibition of Cows
Slaughter and Animal Preservation
Act II of 1977 and 11 (1)(b) of Pro-
hibition of Cruelty to Animals Act,
1960.
When the local court ordered

the cattle be handed over to Gow-
shala, the petitioner sought their
custody back but the case was dis-
missed by a trial court in Nalgonda.
The petitioner filed a criminal revi-
sion plea before the HC.

“In this country, Bharat, to the
majority of population cow is a
substitute for mother who, in turn,
is a substitute for god. The cow ac-
quires a special sanctity and is
called “Aghnya” (not to be slain).
Thus, cow is a sacred national
wealth and no one can kill or sell it
for slaughter,” Justice Siva Sankara

Rao said. There is no fundamental
right of a Muslims to insist on
slaughter of healthy cows on the
occasion of Bakrid, the judge
quoted a Supreme Court order.
He also added that Sections 11

and 26 of the Prevention of Cruelty
to Animals Act, 1960 should
enhance the punishment to make it
on par with Section 429 IPC.

Dismissing Hanuma's plea, the
Judge said, “Whether a person is
entitled to claim interim custody of
cows and bulls seized from him
when he was allegedly taking them
to a slaughter house? This question
needs to be posed and answered in
view of the national importance of
cows which are substitutes to
mother and god.”

HC asks Telangana, AP
Make cow slaughter non-bailable offence
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In yet another multiple satellitelaunch, India on June 23 suc-
cessfully put into orbit its own

earth observation satellite Cartosat,
nano satellite NIUSAT and 29
foreign satellites from 14 countries.
In the process, the Indian Space

Research Organisation (ISRO)
crossed the double century mark in
launching foreign satellites. India
started launching foreign satellites
in 1999.
The rocket Polar Satellite

Launch Vehicle's (PSLV) main
cargo was India's 712 kg Cartosat-

2 series satellite for earth observa-
tion with a design life of five years.
This satellite is similar to the earlier
Cartosat-2 series.
The other 30 satellites weighing

243 kg were from 14 countries -
Austria, Belgium, Britain, Chile,
Czech Republic, Finland, France,
Germany, Italy, Japan, Latvia,
Lithuania, Slovakia, and the US - as
well as one Indian nano satellite,
NIUSAT. The whole mission got
over in around 23 minutes. 
"The mission is successful. All

the satellites are in the orbit," ISRO
Chairman A.S. Kiran Kumar said
after the launch.

According to Kumar, the
mission had many activities that
needs fuel and additional margins
and hence one should not look at
just the total payload carried by a
rocket.
He said the next PSLV launch

will be for putting into orbit a nav-

India puts Cartosat, NIUSAT, 29
foreign satellites into orbit
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igation satellite as a replacement for
IRNSS-1A satellite whose three
atomic clocks have failed. Asked
about the other upcoming satellite
events, Kumar said two communi-
cation satellites-GSAT 17 and
GSAT 11 will be launched this year.
"Our plan is to have two

launches each of GSLV (Geosyn-
chronous Satellite Launch Vehicle)
Mark II and Mark III and eight-to-
ten launches of PSLV rockets per
year," Kumar said.
He said the PSLV rocket was

emerging as a credible satellite

launch vehicle in the world and
ISRO was trying to build various
capabilities in it. On the GSAT-19
communication satellite launched
early this month, Kumar said it had
reached its designated orbit and all
the payloads had been switched on.
He said that by the end of this

month, one more communication
satellite will be launched by India.
Kumar said ISRO will continue
work on its earth observation, nav-
igation and communication satel-
lites.
According to ISRO officials, the

organisation has accelerated the
work on developing the semi-cryo-
genic engine to increase the carry-
ing capacity of heavier rockets
geosynchronous satellite launch.
Director, ISRO Satellite Centre,

M Annadurai, said the signals from
the satellites launched by the PSLV
rocket on Friday were good. He

said ISRO's satellite systems were
getting compact.
According to ISRO, the images

sent by Cartosat satellite would be
useful for cartographic, urban, rural,
coastal land use, utility manage-
ment like road network monitoring,
water distribution, creation of land
use maps, change detection to bring
out geographical and man-made
features and various other land in-
formation systems and geographi-
cal information system
applications. Queried about the
strategic use of the images sent by
Cartosat, Kumar said the satellite
will provide the images and it is for
the user agencies to put that to req-
uisite use.
One of the 30 co-passenger

satellites is the Indian nano satellite
15 kg NIUSAT belonging to Nooral
Islam University, Tamil Nadu.
The satellite will provide multi-

spectral imagery for agricultural
crop monitoring and disaster man-
agement support applications.
Exactly at 9.29 a.m., the PSLV

rocket - 44.4 metres tall and weigh-
ing 320 tonnes - tore into the
morning skies with fierce orange
flames at its tail.
Gathering speed every second,

the rocket raced towards the sky
amidst the cheers of the ISRO offi-
cials and the media team at the
rocket port here.
The PSLV rocket is a four-stage

engine rocket powered by solid and
liquid fuel alternatively.
At the rocket mission control

room, Indian space scientists were
glued to their computer screens
watching the rocket escaping the
earth's gravitational pull.
Just over 16 minutes into the

flight, the PSLV rocket ejected Car-
tosat at an altitude of around 510
km. It was followed by NIUSAT
and the 29 foreign satellites.
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Amid heightened concern
that exercise deficits are
contributing to the

growing obesity epidemic, new re-
search has found that activity levels
of teenagers are comparable to 60-
year-olds.
The findings, published in the

journal Preventive Medicine, also
showed that starting at age 35, ac-
tivity levels declined through
midlife and older adulthood.
The study involved 12,529 par-

ticipants who wore tracking
devices for seven straight days, re-
moving them for only bathing
and at bedtime. 
"Activity levels at the

end of adolescence were
alarmingly low, and by
age 19, they were com-
parable to 60-year-
olds," said the study's
senior author, Vadim
Zipunnikov, Assistant
Professor at Johns
Hopkins University
Bloomberg School of
Public Health in Maryland,
US.
For their study, the researchers

used data from the US National
Health and Nutrition Examination
Survey from the 2003-2004 and
2005-2006 survey cycles. 
The devices measured how

much time participants were seden-
tary or engaged in light or moder-
ate-to-vigorous physical activity. 

The researchers broke down
findings into five age groups --
children (ages six to 11); adoles-
cents (ages 12 to 19); young adults
(ages 20 to 29); adults at midlife
(ages 31 to 59); and older adults
(age 60 to 84). 
Forty-nine per cent of the par-

t i c i -

pants were
male, the rest female.
Activity among 20-somethings,

the only age group that saw an in-
crease in activity levels, was spread
out throughout the day, with an in-
crease in physical activity in the

early morning, compared to
younger adolescents. 
The increase may be related to

starting full-time work and other
life transitions.
Although males generally had

higher activity levels than females,
particularly high-intensity activity,
after midlife, these levels dropped
off sharply compared to females.

Among adults 60 years and
older, males were more
sedentary and had lower
light-intensity activity
levels than females.

The study con-
firmed that recom-
mended guidelines
were not being met.
For instance, the
World Health Organi-
sation (WHO) recom-
mends at least 60

minutes of moderate-to-
vigorous physical activity a

day for children ages five to 17
years. 
The study found that more than

25 per cent of boys and 50 per cent
of girls ages six to 11 and more
than 50 per cent of male and 75 per
cent of female adolescents ages 12
to 19 had not met the WHO recom-
mendation.

Teenagers today
as sedentary as
60-year-olds
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Celebrity trainer Abbas Ali,
who has worked with Bol-
lywood personalities

Shahid Kapoor, Shilpa Shetty, Son-
akshi Sinha and Zareen Khan,
among others, says fitness is not a
three-month fat-loss package but a
lifestyle and it's important to under-
stand the purpose and reason of
choosing it as part of your life than
opting for it just because some
actors are doing it.
"Don't get inspired by the

glamour of Bollywood in fitness. If
you want to be fit and healthy, first
know the reason and purpose of
choosing fitness as lifestyle," Ali
told a news agency.
"In today's day and age, our

mind is leading another life and our
body is going in a different direc-
tion. Fitness is not a three-month
fat-loss package it's a lifestyle. we
need to incorporate fitness as a
lifestyle and not as a concept. 
"We, as media and celebrities,

inspire Indians when it comes to
fitness and that's where we have
gone wrong. Fitness is science. Do
your research before starting a
fitness regime or a healthy lifestyle
from a fitness expert," he added.
Also master trainer of brand

Reebok, Ali says Bollywood stars,
too, take fitness seriously and for
them, it's more of a purpose-driven
exercise.
"They all are great in their own

way, because they all are purpose-
driven and that's why they are suc-
cessful in every area of their life.
Every client of mine had a different
purpose for health and fitness and
as a coach, I show them the most
efficient way to achieve a fit body
rather than going to extreme levels
and using short cuts," said Ali.
Ali says that true success and

satisfaction in his career came
through his own transformational

experience. An eight-month trans-
formation, to be precise, that saw
him go from 95 kg to 79 kg. It was
then that he continuously strove to
combine different forms of fitness
such as calisthenics, parkour and
other such forms to create his own
signature design of programming.
He says that "health is not a

monkey see, monkey do business".
"You can't ape people because

we all come from different cultures
(food), different lifestyle, genetics,
and body types. Know your body,

know your fitness goals, do your
research, consult a sport nutritionist
and a fitness coach who can guide
you for health and performance
rather than following a celebrity or
media article on fitness," he said.
However, he feels that Indians

have become more health and
fitness conscious now than ever. 
"Today, an average Indian con-

tributes to his or her fitness by in-
corporating small changes like

morning walks, changing from
sugar to sugar-free, from eating
white carbs to brown carbs, and
avoiding gluten and unhealthy fats,
junk, packaged food and aerated
drinks," he said.
With Father's Day falling on

Sunday, who, according to him, is
the most fit Bollywood father
nowadays? 
"Easily, Akshay Kumar for his

age and discipline. He has a com-
prehensive approach towards
health and fitness," Ali said.

Don’t get inspired by
Bollywood glamour in
fitness: Celebrity trainer
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Born into a dalit family of Gummadi
Lachchamma and Seshaiah in 1949 in Toopran

village of Medak district, Gaddar was named by his
parents as Vittal Rao. From his very childhood,
Gaddar had to face all the problems a poor family
had to experience. However, his mother
Lachchamma, while attending to farm works, used
to sing folk songs. Thus, song has been part of
Gaddar’s life from the days he was breastfed by his
mother.
The Oggu Katha, Burra Katha, Ellamma

Kathalu and other folk art forms of Telangana gen-
erated in his mind a curiosity. After completion of
school education in Bodhan, he pursued interme-
diate in Hyderabad. Then Gaddar joined
mechanical engineering at REC, Waran-
gal, but he could not complete engi-
neering due to financial problems.
Subsequently, he joined a chemical
factory in Hyderabad for a living. 
His life took an unexpected course

when he met B Narsinga Rao, who
founded Arts Lovers Association in 1971.
Gaddar’s first song, ‘Aaapara Rikshodo’ presented
the factual picture of the poor, downtrodden and the
song received tremendous response. With his expe-
riences in the struggle for Telangana in 1969,
Gaddar along with some likeminded people,
founded Jana Natya Mandali in 1972. 
It was at this point of time, Jana Natya Mandali

emerged as the cultural outfit of the CPI-ML and
spread the peoples liberation struggle. A poet, an
orator, a critic an analyst and an observer of poorer
sections of the society, Vittal Rao transformed into
a revolutionary to spread the organization. Since he
published his songs in the name of Gadar, a party
that fought against British rule, Vittal Rao came to
be called as Gaddar. He dedicated his life to the
peoples struggles. 
He joined as clerk in Canara Bank in 1975 for a

living and to support his family. However, the rev-
olutionary in him pushed Gaddar to quit the job in
1984 and work for the people. After playing promi-

nent role in the protests
against Karamchedu mas-
sacre, he went underground
in 1985. 
While underground, he

wrote songs, plays and
several art forms and performed them. His folk
songs and art forms attracted thousands of people
and hundreds of youngsters followed his footsteps.
He joined mainstream on February 18, 1990. About
two lakh people came to see him at the Nizam
College 19th annual day function. Later, more than
10 lakh people attended the Rytu Coolie conference
at Warangal and the credit goes to Gaddar. 

On April 6, 1997, Gaddar was attacked
with firearms. Though one bullet is still
left in his body, Gaddar never stepped
back. However, it comes as a surprise
for all as Gaddar has decided to try
ballot leaving bullet. 
According to one argument, Gaddar

weaned himself away from the revolution-
ary path and got closer to upper caste and cul-

tural politics. This could be one reason why Gaddar
is visiting temples, touching Brahmin priests feet
and insulting the folk song. Gaddar, who has been
one of the important resources for the revolutionary
outfits, appears to have stepped into democratic pol-
itics under illusion without introspecting the various
aspects of his life, present situation of the society
and the nation. 
He should remember the founder of People War

Group, Kondapalli Seetharamaiah has gone into
oblivion after he quit revolutionary politics and
Gaddar will be no exception. He will only end up
as a tool for the dirty politics. He will realize soon
that politics is one puzzle that cannot be solved.
While it is the responsibility of those who believe
in revolutionary politics to save Gaddar from
drowning in the dirty politics, we have to wait and
see whether democratic politics brings respect for
him or result in losing whatever respect he has
earned as a balladeer.

Democracy or
Revolution

Takkallapalli Suri
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Top brass of the Telangana police
department has been facing an

embarrassing situation these days
following the explanation submitted
by a few out of the 16 police officers
on whom notices were issued for
their alleged nexus with late gangster
Nayeemuddin. After suspending five
police officers for their alleged links
with late gangster Nayeemuddin,
Telangana police department had
issued notices to 16 police officers
asking them to submit their explana-
tion on the allegations.
It may be recalled as many as 25

police officers were found to be in
touch with Nayeem during his life
time. Amid mounting pressure from
various walks of life, police had to
initiate action against some police
officials.
However, some of the police of-

ficers out of the 16 are said to have
submitted their explanations to the
Special Investigation Team (SIT)
probing Nayeem related case.
It is learnt that some of the offi-

cers have told the SIT in their expla-
nation that they were in touch with
Nayeem under the instructions of
their superiors as part of the inform-
ant network to elicit information
related to Maoists.  Following this,
top brass of the police department
has decided to hold a high level
review after receiving explanation
from all the 16 police officers and
discuss on the future course of
action, sources said.

Nayeem case:

Explanation by some cops leaves
top brass in embarrassment

THENEWSBUREAU

Of late, police have been
playing pro-active role

and carrying out raids on
adulterated products. During
raids, it is emerging that
everything – from water to
blood – is being adulterated
by the selfish traders causing
serious health problems to the common people. 
As part of its drive against adulterated products,

Rachakonda police on June 26 arrested three
persons for running blood adulteration racket.
The arrested persons include V Chakravarthi,

head of Venus Hospital located in Judges Colony
in Malakpet, in-charge of Blood Bank, Ch Sravan
and technician, B Prem Kumar. Police seized two
adulterated blood packets and blood bank records

for further investigation. According to the police,
Chakravarthi, a native of Nellore district in Andhra

Pradesh got permission for
running the blood bank in his
hospital in 2014. He leased it
out to Sravan. They ap-
pointed Prem Kumar as tech-
nician.
The three accused had

been adulterating the blood
using saline and selling it to the required people to
make quick bucks. However, the adulteration came
to light when an accident victim’s relatives bought
one unit of blood from Venus Blood Bank for a
surgery at Global Hospital, police said.
The Global Hospital doctors found adulteration

of the blood and informed the kin of the patient
who in turn lodged a complaint with the police.
Further investigations are underway, police said.

Three held for adulteration of blood
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TDP MP J C Diwakar
Reddy on June 15
created a ruckus at

the Visakhapatnam airport
after he was denied a board-
ing pass for an IndiGo flight
as he had showed up late.
Following the incident,
IndiGo and three other air-
lines barred him from trav-
elling on their aircraft.
The Telugu Desam

Party lawmaker from Anan-
tapur was also said to have
damaged a printer and mis-
behaved with IndiGo airline
staff. The MP had reported
at the check-in counter 28
minutes before the sched-
uled departure of the flight
against the regulation of 45
minutes. As the airline staff
told him they cannot issue
him a boarding pass, he got
angry and entered into a heated ar-
gument with them.
Closed-circuit television

footage aired on some television
channels showed the TDP leader
shouting at the airline staff as some
security personnel tried to control
him.
Interestingly, the MP managed

to board the flight but it was not
clear who intervened to get him the
boarding pass.
Civil Aviation Minister and

TDP leader Ashok Gajapathy Raju,
who was present at the airport,

claimed Reddy had reached the
airport on time. 
"Perhaps the flight was over-

booked," the Minister said.
On its part, IndiGo confirmed

the development and stated that
Reddy, who was scheduled to fly
with IndiGo 6E-608 to Hyderabad
reported 28 minutes prior to the
scheduled departure. 
"The staff politely informed

him that boarding for flight 6E-608
is closed and offered to accommo-
date Reddy in the subsequent
flight," IndiGo said in a statement. 

"Reddy expressed his
annoyance and soon
raged against the staff
using aggressive and
abusive behaviour.
IndiGo saw a footage
aired by some media per-
sonnel -- which shows
visual representation of
Reddy's aggressive be-
haviour against the staff
and further damaging the
airport property."
IndiGo placed a ban

on flying Reddy on late
Thursday evening, this
was followed by three
more airlines -- Air India,
Jet Airways and SpiceJet
-- also barring him.
"The incident which

occurred in Visakhapat-
nam is a matter of
concern. As IndiGo has
banned the MP to travel,
so Air India has also

barred him," said the national
carrier's spokesperson Dhananjay
Kumar.
In March, Shiv Sena MP Ravin-

dra Gaikwad was accused of as-
saulting an Air India staff,
following which several airlines
banned him from flying on their
planes till he apologised. 
Gaikwad later submitted a letter

to the Aviation Minister to express
'regret', after which AI revoked the
ban, followed by the Federation of
Indian Airlines and other private
airlines.

JC creates ruckus
at Vizag airport



The News You Like | July 201764

THENEWSBUREAU

The mortal remains of leg-
endary Telugu poet, writer
and Jnanpith awardee C

Narayana Reddy, popularly known
as CiNaRe, were consigned to
flames at Maha Prasthanam on
June 15. 
Reddy (85) passed away here

on June 12 following a brief
illness.
Telangana Chief Minister K

Chandrashekhar Rao was among
the prominent personalities who
attended the funeral. A large
number of poets, writers, and min-
isters came to pay their last re-
spects to the litterateur.
The chief minister announced

that bronze statues of the doyen of
Telugu literature will be erected on

Hussainsagar Tank Bund, in
Karimnagar, and also in Hanuma-
jipeta village, the native place of
the late poet, in Rajanna Sircilla
district.
Besides being an established

writer in modern Telugu literature,
Reddy wore many hats as a poet,
critic, popular lyricist of Telugu
film songs, play-wright, and an ed-
ucationist and orator.
He had to his credit more than

80 publications, which include
poems, film songs, lyrical dramas,
ballets, essays, travelogues,
ghazals - original and in translation
- and literary criticism.
Reddy's works have been re-

garded as trend-setters. He had
nearly 3,500 film songs to his
credit. He was also nominated to
Rajya Sabha in 1997.

CiNaRe laid to rest
with State honours

Born in 1931 in Hanumajipet
village in present day Sircilla
Rajanna district, Reddy was
known to have penned several
anthologies in Telugu. His poetic
work, Viswambara, bagged him
the Jnanpith Award in 1988. 
Reddy started writing when

he was young, and was also
known to have shined a light pm
the Telugu folk tradition of Bur-
rakatha, an oral story telling tech-
nique.
Reddy also wrote several

songs for Telugu films, besides
his poetry, prose and critical
reviews of Telugu literature.
After reportedly graduating

with an MA and PhD in Telugu
literature from Osmania Univer-
sity, Reddy started his career as a
professor in the same university's
Arts college, and then moved to
Nizam college. He also bagged
many prestigious literary awards
during his tenure as a teacher.
He was the second Telugu

writer to win the Jnanpith award
after Viswanatha Satyanarayana.
He also served as a Rajya Sabha
MP in 1997.
One of his most famous

songs was 'Nannu Dochukundu-
vate' from the movie Gulebavali
Katha, which starred N T Rama
Rao. His songs were also widely
translated into several regional
and foreign languages.

A Brief Profile
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The India of 2017 is different
from the India of 1962, Defence

Minister Arun Jaitley said on Friday,
a day after China asked New Delhi
to learn from its 1962 military
debacle. "If they are trying to
remind us, the situation in 1962 was
different, the India of today is differ-
ent," Jaitley said in response to the
reported remark by the People's Lib-
eration Army (PLA) spokesperson. 
China warned India on June 29

that it will escalate the current
border row if Indian troops did not
withdraw from "Chinese territory"
and told New Delhi not to "clamour
for war".
Jaitley said that Bhutan govern-

ment had made it clear that China
was trying to claim Bhutanese land
and said this was "absolutely
wrong".  "After the statement of the
government of Bhutan, I think the
situation is absolutely clear. It is
Bhutan's land, close to the Indian
border, and Bhutan and India have

an arrangement to provide security.
"Bhutan itself clarified ... China

is trying to alter the present status-
quo. After this, I think the issue is
absolutely clear. To say we will
come there and grab the land of
some other country is what China is
doing and it is absolutely wrong,"
the minister said. 
Jaitley's comment came amid a

stand-off between Indian and
Chinese troops in Dokala area close
to the Siliguri corridor that connects
the rest of India to its north-east.

India of 2017 different
from India of 1962: Jaitley

NEWS BYTE The News You Like | July 201766





The News You Like  July, 2017     RNI No: APENG/2013/48048    P.R. No. LII/RNP/HD/1187/2017-19    (DOP: 1st of Every Month    DOP : 8/9-07-2017)


